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Upcoming Events

State AIDS Plan Draws Plaudits and Fire
Mandatory Testing Proposed, Prostitutes
and L V. Drug Users Scapegoated
Gay and Feminist Leaders Criticized/or Response
by Elze

Photo: Elze

Gov. John McKernan and Department
· ~---'o f Human Servic~ Commissioner Rollin
Ives.

Maine's recently issued state plan on
AIDS drew rounds ·o f fire and praise, with
mandatory testing of convicted prostitutes
and their customers, drug offenders, and
sex offenders topping the list of controversial and widely-criticized recommendations.
Unveiled by Gov. John McKernan at a
press conference on February 16, where
he was joined by his Cabinet; Sen. Barbara Gill and Dr. Owen Pickus, chairs of
the state AIDS advisory committee; and
Bureau of Health officials, the plan supports the continuation of current laws mandating written, informed consent for all
other HIV testing.
Praising the plan for striking the '' appropriate balance'' between ''public safe-

Gays in Army Granted Protection
by Rob WilJiams
For the first time in history, a California federal appeals court has granted strict
· c·onstitutional protection to homosexuals.
In a 2-1 decision last month , the court ruled
that .the Army will no longer be allowed
to exclude people on the basis of sexual
orientation.
The ruling does not necessarily protect
people who are caught engaging in homosexual relations, but it would protect those
who simply state that they are a .gay man
or a lesbian.
In a dissent, Judge Stephen Reinhardt
condemned the ruling , and predicted it
would be overruled by ''a wiser and more
enlightened court."
Leonard Graff, legal director for National Gay Rights Advocates , hailed the
ruling .
"I think it' s about time that the courts
recognized that gay people have been
denied their rights ," Graff said.

I. Are you a homosexual?
2. Do you plan to engage in homosexual
behavior in the Army?

The above questions are two of many
which would face you at the U.S. Army
Recruiting Office in Portland .
What would happen if you said "yes"?
Sergeant Daniel Bergquist of the Portland office said that the answers would be
noted and sent along with others about
moral character, law enforcement record

and medical history to the Military· Entrance Processing Station. A decision
would then be made whether or not to
engage a new recruit. Bergquist said he
could not comment more about what might
be the chances of an open homosexual's
acceptance in the Army .
USA Today, however, not~ recently that
approximately 1,400 homosexuals were
discharged from the military last year.
Will openly gay people ever be accepted
in the armed services alongside openly
straight people?
Our Paper spoke with Dan (not his real
name) , a Portland gay man currently serving in the Army Reserve .
Dan joined the Army six years ago at age
17, before he really knew he was gay. He
joined to help pay for college, but isn ' t
quick to recommend that other gay men
and lesbians do the same. "A gay man in
the Army is considered something less than
a man ," he says.
Right now, only two people in Dan's ,
reserve unit know for sure that he is gay.
He told them so.
''I don't know what would happen to me
at this point if more people knew. Even
though I'm a strong believer in speaking
out for gay rights , I'll probably never tell ·
my superiors. If it came out on my military
record it could ruin the rest of my life.''
Dan paused and then said thoughtfully ;
"Right now I just do what they want me
to. I do a good job . But no matter how
good a job you do, if they find out you're
gay, all the rest is for naught."

ty and individual privacy,'' McKernan
called the plan ' 'a model for other states' '
and "a living, dynamic document" that
will be updated as new data and trends
emerge.
Department of Human Services Commissioner Rollin Ives, who fielded the bulk
of the questions, hailed the plan as,
"toughminded, yet compassionate" and
"the result of tremendous consensus."

Several Areas Controversial
Receiving satisfied nods from progrssive
AIDS activists were recommendations
against most forms of mandatory HIV
testing; an affirmation of the model school
policy; support of current statutes requiring written , informed consent for HIV
testing and confidentiality of test results,
and the prohibition on insurance company
inquiries into an applicant's HIV testing
history; and various proposals around ·patient care and treatment, education, and the
insurance indust:y.

Ives, however. noted disagreement
among state officials and advisory committee member~ in several areas: involuntary
HIV testing of the source upon another
person's accidental exposure to bodily
fluids; elimination of the prescription requirement for hypodermic needles; and
mandatory HIV testing of convicted prostitutes, their customers, drug users, and
sex offenders.
Contrary to the recommendation of the
Department of Human Service's Office of
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention, the
131-page state plan supports a continuing
prohibition on over-the-counter access to
'hypodermic needles.
·
Much to the relief of progressive AIDS
activists, however, the governor's Cabinet
Council of AIDS, the final architects of the
plan, opposed involuntary testing of hos:
pital patients and ot!Jer individuals upon
someone's accioental exposure to their
continued on page 13

Governor Sits With Gay Activists
by Elze
Maine' s gay and lesbian community
made history at the end of January when
five key players in organizations addressing AIDS sat down with Gov. John
McKernan for a final lobbying effort prior
to the release of the state's AIDS plan. In
no previous administration has Maine's
highest official met with representatives of
the gay arid lesbian community.
Initiated by Robin Lambert, the president of the Maine Health Foundation, a
non-profit fµndraising organization for gay
and lesbian health ·concerns, and Dale
McCormick, the president of the Maine
Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance, the
meeting was called to urge the governor
to base the state plan on sound public
health and medical information, rather than
on political considerations.
"We had heard that the state AIDS plan
was going to include mandatory testing,".
McCormick explained. "We wanted to ask
him to endorse the plan as given to him by
the state advisory committee.'' The committee recommended against any form of
mandatory testing.
Joining McCormick, Lambert and
McKernan were Fred Rabidoux , president
of the AIDS Lodging House board; Stephanie Martyak, president of The AIDS Project board; Cameron Duncan , a person
with AIDS and a member of the state AIDS

advisory committee; Sharon Miller, the
governor's Associate Chief of Staff;
Department of Human Services Commis- .
sioner Roffui Ives; and Noreen Jewell, the
governor's liaison to the Department of
Human Services.
Though the gay and lesbian activists left
with no commitment from the governor as·
to his course of action, they unanimously
voiced satisfaction at the qqality of the exchange and the governor's level of knowledge about HIV transmission. "A good
meeting ,'' McCormick called it.
"I found him to be truly attentive, rnterested, and very personable and gracious," said Lambert. "I think he realizes
we have extensive expertise and a constituency.''
Echoed Fred Rabidoux: "I felt very enthusiastic. Clearly , beyond a shadow of a
doubt, he's sensitive and aware of this
issue. And he received five gay people
very comfortably and forthrightly, with no
hint of homophobia."
According to Lambert, the governor did
say that policy decisions would be based
on medical facts, not politics .
"We felt it was a big success," added
Lambert. "Not that we came out with
anything concrete , but just that we had
done it. We were talking with the person
who made the decisions, not his subordinates, and we had his full attention. We
were in the big leagues. "

l._________,:LEITERS ______~I
Dear Friends:
I am writing on behalf of the Simon
Nkodi Anti-Apartheid Committee,
(SNAAC). For the last two year, SNAAC
has been working to raise awareness about
the struggle against aparth,eid in South
Africa among C.a nada's lesbian and gay
communities. Specifically, we have
worked to publicized the case of Simon
Nkodi, a black gay activist jailed in South
Africa for ilnit-apartheid ·activities.
As you may know, Nkodi was arrested
in June 1984 and held until his release on
bail in July 1987. He and other activists
known as the Vaal 22 were finally brought
to trial on treason charges in Jlanuary 1986.
Although Nkodi and most of 1the others are
now free on bail, the trial continues and
is expected to go on for at least another
year.
Although the are no longer in prison, the
defendants must attend all th(: proceedings
five days a week, report to the police daily . and their movement is severely restncted. These requirements mean they are
unable to work to support thcemselves and
must depend on the generosity of their
friends and supporters to subsist.
Simon's family and friends are not
wealthy. In light of this diffic:ult situation,
SNAAC has committed itself to making
direct contributions to Simon's support.
We have pledged to send a minimum of
$100 per month until the triial concludes
and he can return to work.
We are counting <;>n you and other members of the community to help us meet this

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANTS .
The Congress Building ·
142 High Street, Suite Slx Twenty-tour
Portland, Moine 04101

commitment. Rites has generously agree.d
to let us contact you directly to make this ·
request.
Please make your cheques payable . to
SNAAC and indicate that your donation
should be directed to the Support Cl;llllpaign. If you would like to make a series
of contributions, postdated cheques will be
gladly accepted. All funds will be forwarded directly to Simon in South ,Africa.
If all ~f us pull together, we can help
Simon thtgugh this difficult period. The
support that we show for Simon will be an
important contribution to both the struggle against apartheid and racism and the
struggle for gay liberation.
Thank you for your help .

(207) 772-0664
Bette Katsekas, Ed.D.

CONSUL TING TO HOSPITALS. BUSINESSES AND SCHOOLS
Effective Communication Skills. Stress Management and Chemical Oependenc
Awareness
Y
STRUCTURED SELF-AWARENESS/EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR CO-DEPENDENTS AND
ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS
.

OUR PAPER
P.O. Box 10744
Portland, Maine 04104
c201) n3-2294

Sincerely,
Tim Mccaskell, for SNAAC
Dear Our Paper,

PURPOSE
OUR PAPER is published
monthly by the OUR PAPER Collective, P.O. Box 10744, Portland,
Maine 04104. The purpose of
OUR PAPER is to serve as . a
voice for lesbians and gay men in
Maine. We wish the newspaper
to be a source of information
support and affirmation, and ~
vehicle for celebration, by and
for members of the lesbian and
gaymen'scommunities. Wewant
the paper to reflect our diversity
as well.

I want to tell you how surprised and
pleased I was to find your newspaper in
the bookstore. I really think it's about time
and very useful for comi:nunication in the
gay community.
For a long time I have been fighting my
true feelings about myself. I felt alone and
had no one to tum to . It really depressed
me that I started to isolate myself from my
family and friends. Now that I have found
your newspaper I feel closer to the gay
community and not so alone. I know now
I'm not the only one out there.
Thank you,
Charlie

L,etter to the C<;>mmunity
Dear Our Paper:
We sent the following letter to the ,
Women's'Coi:nmunity Project (WCP) . We
have given up on setting up a buildir\'g trust
fund with this group. IfYOU want~ building trust fund, you should let the _WCP
know. The address is: P.O. Box 3733,
Portland, ME 04102. Their next meetings
are scheduled for Sunday, Fcebruary 21st,
6-8 p.m., 468 Cumberland Ave., Portland,
879-0509; and March 27th , llocation to be
announced. Call 871-155:5 for more
information.
Your.i, truly ,
Denise K. Tuggle
Liz Brauer
Dear WCP:
This is to explain our recent involvement
with your group, our reactions to how we
are being treated and reasoins we are no
longer involved with the WCP.
A.little history of our personal involvement with WCP: Denise Tuiggle and Liz
Brauer became involved in WCP in January, 1985, three months after WCP began.
Denise.quit attending meetings because she
returned to school in Penn:sylvania. Liz
ended her involvement after an incident involving WCP' s attitude toward Lesbian
Separatists. Despite WCP's much touted
philosophy of being open to womyn of all
lifestyles, etc, WCP was not open to the
Separatists. Nor were they open to Liz who
was working to include the Separatists in
WCP. Judging from their actions, other
WCP members (besides Liz) did not want
the Separatists' presence, emergy or input
and they resented Liz for heir inclusive at- ·
titudes and actions. The Separatists eventually got disgusted .and we111t on to more
rewarding work in the womyn's community and Liz quit WCP much' hurt by the
treatment of womyn she had previously
thought of as friends.
.Last summer , we were qlllite surprised
to read in the WCP newsletter that WCP
was folding. Until that newsletter , there
1
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had been no hint as to the state of WCP
affairs.
We and many other concerned womyn
attended the ·July'..meeting where active
members said they were burned out, no
longer wanted to'work on WCP but wanted ·
to put the building fund money in the
new~letter account! While we understood
your burnout, we were outraged with your
proposal of putting the building fund
money in the newsletter account. Other
womyn were upset as well . They stated
that such an action would· be a betrayal to
the entire womyn's community. Your rationale for this proposal was that something
must be done with the money and the only
activity you planned to continue was the
·
newsletter.
For us, there were two problems. One,
what will happen to the building fund
money if WCP folds and two, how do we
protect the money from active members
who would use it for other purposes
besides buying a building?
In spite ofour past negative experiences
with WCP, we determined that Womyn's
Space in Portland/Maine was important
enough to us · to work with you. We attended the October meeting to make sure
that WCP would not fold before the money
was made safe. We suggested a trust fund.
This suggestion was met with much resistance from some members of WCP although everyone that we have talked to in
the community supported the idea. Because
the members of WCP were burned out and
tired , we agreed to research a trust fund .
The next meeting in December was one
of the most productive WCP meetings we
had ever attended. Liz had researched the .
legal work and located a potential lawyer
who was willing to donate her time. Denise
had drawn up a rough draft of most of the
necessary by-laws based on WCP philosophy and practices. We discussed why WCP
would benefit from a trust and spent the
rest of the meeting refining the by-laws.
Denise pushed to have a meeting every
month so that progress on the trust could

continued on page 3

Diane Lemay, Ed.D.

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLES AND FAMILY COUNSELING
General Oe~elopmental Issues, Chemical Dependency Recovery. co-Dependence
.and Adult Children of Alcoholics
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EDITORIAL POLICY
We will consider for publication
any material that broadens our
understanding of our lifestyles
and of each other. Views and
opinions appearing in the paper
are those of the auti:,ors only.
We request that all ·material
submitted be signed and include
an•ddressand/orphonenumber
so we can contact the author if
editorial revisions need to be
considered. We reserve the right
to edit unsigned material as
necessary. Within the pages of
the newspaper, articles can appear anonymously, upon request,
and strict confidentiality will be
observed. No revisions or rejections of signed material will occur
without dialogue with the author.
Even though our editorials are
initialed, they represent the
opinion of all collective members.
We welcome and encourage
all our readers to submit material
for publication and to share your
comments, criticisms and positive
feelings with us. Remember, OUR
PAPER is Your Paper!!! Deadline ·
for each issue is the 1'0th of the ,
month.
·
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are $12 for one
year (12 issues), $20 for two
years and $25 for three years.
Make checks payable to OUR
PAPER.
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Community
continued from page 2
be made as fast as possible. Remember,
the WCP was ready to fold last summer
and we both are attending college out of
state in the fall. The only reason for
meetings was to discuss the trust .
The January 17 meeting was a rude
shock. Members who had missed the December meeting were present and dead
against a trust. These members had not examined the trust information and felt they
could not make a decision until they had .
These are the same members who swore
to very closely examine any info we produced about a trust. Membe:rs had the
previous month to look over the trust information , yet not one person called to ask
questions. A decision was postponed until
March.
The point of this retelling is to remind
you that we answered your plea for help.
We offered our energy and time. WCP was
once again insensitive and abusive.
Let us count the ways. We returned to
WCP to set up a trust fund that would insure that the WCP's major goal (buy a
womyn's building) would be accomplished
despite whatever turmoil WCP may go
through. We did not rejoin WCP to spend
the building fund money ($5 ;800) as down
payment on an $80,000 oftiice slightly
larger than the typical living room. The
same group of womyn who raised $5,800
in 2 1h years is considering an action that
would require a monthly payment of
around $700?
Nor did we rejoin WCP to spend the
building fund money ($5,800)1 to buy a
$50,000 bar and pay a $1,500 monthly rent

on the lease. The same group that threatened to fold in July, the same group that
during the course of the January meeting
was not sure that it could hold a one-night
fund raiser for the newsletter, is actually
considering a five-year lease to run a bar
(with volunteers)? And use the bar for a
day care center during the day?
We rejoined the WCP to insure that
there will be a Womyn's Resource
Building in Portland's future, but WCP
seems bent on squandering the building
fund money and incurring a large debt.
We offered our time and energy despite
the personal cost to ourselves. Remember,
Denise is a full-time student in Pennsylvania. In practical terms, every meeting
she attends costs $150 in travel expenses.
Both of us have other projects we are
working on. Liz is attending graduate
school in the fall. Besides, anyone who has
ever attended a WCP meeting knows the
personal cost.
And now, WCP members think they are
re-energized and re-activated enough to
disregard us . Look around . We are the
only "new" womyn who have offered to
help WCP. WCP's core membership has
not changed in the past two years except
to lose people. Other womyn came only for
the July meeting. I understand. Treating
people who are willing to be active at such
personal cost, such as us, does not give
womyn in the community much confidence
that they will be treated any better. No
womon needs to be taken for granted like
we have been.
It is not the Womyn' s Community we
blame for non-activity in WCP. It is the
conduct of members of WCP themselves .
The main crimes of insensitivity that the

.

WCP has committed are ignoring what
womyn have to say and how they feel, having visions of grandeur that have no connection to reality (refer to the real estate
proposals) and insisting with haughty pretentiousness that WCP is open to womyn
of all persuasions. Yes, WCP is open to
all womyn the same way that the Community Pregnancy Center is open to all
womyn . Everyone is free to come and be
subjected to WCP's whims. And WCP is
free with giving the criticism and almost
completely closed to receiving it. Clearly, in our opinion, WCP has got to change,
not structurally, but in its attitudes and acttons toward the womyn' s community.
It is also our opinion that WCP has returned to the self-destructive cycle that lead
to the June announcement, and unless there
is a trust fund established, the building
fund money will be lost. Well, that would
be too bad for the womyn' s community as
a whole. We think that establishing a
building trust fund would go a long way
toward regaining the faith of the community, and it would relieve the WCP of a lot
of pressure, giving them the space to pursue anything they like, because the
building would happen eventually.
However , as of now, we quit. We are
not into the abuse that WCP is into handing out. We still believe in a trust but we
will no longer be part of the abusive situation of WCP. We are not looking for a
scapegoat. We know what that feels like.
So if it appears that this is what we'are doing, we apologize. Our intention is to
reveal some highly destructive patterns in
the WCP.
Yours truly,
Denise K. Tuggle
Liz Brauer

Response from the Community
Dear Our Paper.
The Women's Community Project is
dedicated to and proud of its philosophy
and its commitment to work toward providing a space for all_women iill the Portland area. We know that our commitment and caring for women has been
demonstrated since 1985, not through
our words alone, but through our actions and behaviors: the WCP concerts,
entertainment nights, newslette,r productions, referral, networking and coalition
building activities, ongoing fundraising
for a women's building and many other
community outreach functions.
We care deeply about how we -relate
with our community and so any criti- ·
cism directed toward us is a matter of
c'oncern. As distressing as criticism may
be, it is welcomed as part of our process
and growing experience. Having attention called to our differences, whether
through dialogue with separatists or discussion with any individual women, ts
sometimes painful, but necessary and
beneficial in broadening our conscious-

ness. Differences have . produced concrete changes in"WCP processes. These .
differ ences make us strohger, not weaker.
Dedication to inclusivity is a high ideal
and one that we support through the use
of a consensus model of decision making. There are times when the consensus
model is frustrating, and the letter from
Liz and Denise testifies to the feelings
that can result from a process that is
lengthy, time consuming and stressful
but also inordinately fair. It is that fairness that convinces the WCP that the
consensus method of decision making is
still the best way to guarantee that all
will be heard. .
We wish to assure the community that
the WCP continues to explore avenues
to secure a building for women in the
Portland area. Discussion on developing
a women's activity center, leasing a
space, or acquiring some othei· property
as investments are part of that ongoing
process. Monies raise d for a building are
committed to securing a building for
women. That has not and will not

change. .
•
We believe there is room in our organization for all.women and the safety and
space for anyone who wishes to voice
their beliefs, visions and desires. WCP
has a commitment to the women's community, with all its strong diversity, and
to the WCP philosophy. We believe the
ideals contained in that philosophy are
central to advancing us all.
WCP PHILOSOPHY:
The Women's Community Project is
conceived and dedicated to enhance and
empower the lives of women of all ages,
lifestyles, vocations, races !rnd spiritual
orientations. The Project offers a place
where women of diverse interests and
needs can individually and collectively
work toward actualizing their dreams
and potential while supporting and promoting the dignity and well-being of women in Maine.
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Planning for Symposium XV, ~heduled
for Memorial Day weekend, May 27-30,
began last month. The annual gathering of
Maine's lesbians and gay men will be
hosted by the University of Southern
Maine Gay /Lesbian Alliance and will be
held on the Gorham campus at USM.
Speakers, workshops and entertainment
are not yet confirmed, but proposals inclu~e workshops dealing with eating, g\ly
parenting; gay youth, monogamy, bjsexuality ' safe sex, and gay history. 'Other
events planned for the weekend include the
second annual pride march through downtown Portland, a swing dance, videomaking, plays, and an on-going film
festival.
,.
If you are interested in helping with
some aspect of Symposium, or would like
more information, please call the GLA office at 780-4085.

r------------,
Special Ticket Offer

$2.50 off full ticket price
with this ad

Johanna
Boyce and the
Calf Women
Dance, film, text,
slides, music

ii

March 10, 11, 12
8:00p.m.

j1

PORTLAND, MAINE
772-1374

Symposium XV Set For
Memorial Day Weekend -

I,
II
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129 SPRING STREET

On February 1, Gary Anderson stepped
down as executive director of The AIDS
Project. Robert Mitchell, currently director of the Mental Health Assoication of the
Cumberland Region , and former president
of the board of The AIDS Project, has
assumed the position vacated by Anderson.
Anderson is voluntarily relinquishing the
position he has held since July, 1986. He
finds the administrative responsibilities of
his present position drawing him away
from other aspects of AIDS-related work
that hold a higher personal and professional interest for him. He will assume
other duties in the agency, primarily in the
areas of education, policy, public relations,
advocacy, and community organizing.
Anderson has been with the Portlandbased AIDS Project since its inception in
1985 as an education and support services
organization dealing with AIDS in Maine.
He has served as an active member of the
Advisory Committee to the Department of
Human Services on AIDS and will continue in that role. He was awarded the 1987
Huddilston Medal by the American Lung
Association of Maine in recognition of his
contributions to public health through his
efforts with. The AIDS Project.

Sincerely,
The Women's Community Project

.
WOODFORDC

AIDS Project Head
Steps Down

I

Baxter Gallery

Portland School of Art
619 Congress Street
Portland
Tkts: 25A Forest Ave., 773-2562

------------.J
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MLGPA Annual Dinner Draws 200
'' I felt so much love in the
room. I've never seen that
before.''
a member of
OUTRIGHT, Portland's
Alliance of Gay and
Lesbian Youth
by Elze
Spirits soared and laughs abounded at
the Maine Lesbian/Gay Politica~ Alliance's
third annual celebratory dinner which drew
200 people to Augusta's Senator Inn on
February 6, among them Rep . Dale Thistle , D-Dover Foxcroft; noted gay author
John Preston ; 13 members of
OUTRIGHT, the Portland-based gay and
lesbian youth group; Dr. Lani Graham ,
dire_ctor of disease control for the Bureau
of Health, who received a standing ovation for her progressive work on AIDS;
WCSH anchorwoman Jan Fox; The Kennebec Journal 's city editor , Tom
Hanrahan; and Rep . Marge Clark, DBrunswick. Fox, Hanrahan, and Clark
were among the evening' s honored guests .
Keynoted by distinguished author and
activist Barbara Smith, .a featured speaker
at the National March on Was:hington for
Le~bian and Gay Rights, co-·founder of
Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press,
and a board member of the National Coalition of Black Lesbians and Gays, the dinner honored 14 Maine citizens for their
contributions to gay/lesbian rights and
pride or AIDS-related work.
Describing her roots and htow she arrived at her activism and the ' ' particular
political philosophy of Black Feminism, "
Smith challenged gay and activists to build
coalition,s with people of color, ·because
without such connections, "we: won't have
a political futm:_e ."
Given the disproportionate number of
gay men, Blacks, and Latinos h~t by AIDS ,
" How are you going to deal with AIDS
if you don't deal with racism and homophobia?" Smith asked.
Reading from her speech deliivered at tbe
National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights , she said : "Ultimately
our freedom is not going to come issuing
from any of these white marble buildings
in Washington , D.C ... .Marches like this
one, movements like this one are built
from the ground up , are built because of
day in, day out grassroots activism .. . .It
does not come when we beg the powers
that be for a tiny sliver of theiir pie or for
a few crumbs from their moldy old pie, but
when with our principles and committed
activism we bake an entirely mew pie, our
own pie, and demonstrate what actual
freedom looks like by challenging oppression at the root. "
In closing, Smith informed those
gathered that Winnie Mandela and Bishop
Desmond Tutu of South Africa have expressed their support for gay and lesbian ·
liberation . " If they can support gay and
lesbian liberation, we can support theirs, ''
Smith said , pointing out that they live in
one of the most brutal systems to ever exist on this planet.

.. '
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The banquet hall rang with laughter and
words of inspiration throughout the evening' s award presentations ; due to the
quick wit and graciousness of emcees Dale
McCormick and Harry Gordon , and the
passion and eloquence of the awardees.
Everyone had something to say, and said
it well, with one OUTRIGHT member
commenting afterwards , " I felt so much
love in the room: I've never seen that
before.''
MLGPA to Reorganize
The forty MLGP A members attending
the annual business meeting earlier that day
voted to restructure the organization by the
annual Maine Lesbian and Gay Symposium set for Memorial Day weekend, a
move which may result in the addition of
a paid lobbyist or .executive director .
' 'The job is just too big now for one person to coordinate," said President Dale
McCormick, reelected' to her fourth term
as president. "We must pay for someone;
we must get more fundraising capacity in
this organization,'' said Sadhbh Neilan, a
steering committe member. McCormick
will serve only until the end of May, at
which time the organization will implement the new structure.

"How are you going to
deal with AID'.: if you don't
deal with racism and homophobia?"
- Barbara Smith, writer
and activist, keynoting the
MLGPA annual dinner
Harry Gordon and Diane Elze declined
to seek another term as secretary and
treasurer, respectively. Deborah Atwood
(No . Whitefield) was elected to replace
Gordon, and Valerie Nybo (Winthrop) will
serve as treasurer .
Steering Committee members elected to
a fourth term were: Dick Harrison (New
Sweden) , Barb Wood (Portland), and
Diane Elze (South Portland) . Serving a second term will be: Lin Gould (Blue Hill) ,
Sadhbh Neilan (Rockport) , Deb Curtis
(Augusta), Harold Booth (Hallowell) , and
Fred Rabidoux (Portland) . Susan Farnsworth (Gardiner) , Linda Shannon (Cam- ·
den) , and Carol· Clemons (Newcastle) are
new members.
'
Those gathered enthusiastically participated in a mock caucus, in preparation
for the party caucuses held last month, with
the uncommitteds snaring five delegates;
Jackson , two; Simon, two; Hart, one; and
Dukakis, appropriately , zero .
Clark Receives
First Larry Connolly Award
During the evening's awards presentations , Betsy Sweet, a friend of longtime
·gay rights advocate Rep . Larry Cqnnolly
who died last year' fought back tears as she
presented Rep , Marge Clar~ with
MLGPA' s first Larry Connolly Award .

MLGPA President Dale McCormick is ,quite pleased that she was finally givenan official MLGPA certificate. Emcee Harry Gordon and Steering Committee
member Sadhbh Neilan, who presented[ McCormick with the award, stand to
her right.
Reserved for those legislators ''who embody the best of what a politician can be,''
the award , said Sweet, ' 'is -to thank those
who have dared to stand up and who have
done so effectively , courageously, and
with compassion, and to encourage them
to nourish that fight.''
Sweet, who worked with Connolly while
lobbyist for the Maine Women's Lobby
and as the director of the Maine Commission on Women, described Clark "as one
of our own. She came from our ranks a
'
feminist, the president of NOW. "
Sweet applauded Clark' s decision to run
for the Legislature, for deciding "that progressive feminists should be represented on
the third floor of the Statehouse.''
In accepting the award , Clark called
Larry " a man with a vision, " '.'•the con-

"Please consider us at the KJ to be your
friends and supporters,'' Hanrahan told the
enthusiastic crowd. He received sustained
cheers and applause when he said, in clos"
ing , "There's only one thing wrong with
this state . There' s too many goddamn
Republicans and not enough gays and
lesbians. "
" Well , I guess we gave that award to
the right person, " McCormick quipped .
The mood stayed light as Fox said, " I'm
not really accustomed to being honored for
my work. In fact, what most people want
to know is if Joe Cupo and I really have
a thing 'going. "
In crediting the five PW As who appeared on the show , two of whom have
since died , Fox said, " The most important thing they taught me is that, even

"There's only one thing wrong with this state. There's
too many goddamn Republicans and not enou~h ~avs and
lesbians.' '
- - ·
__.:. Tom Hanrahan, city. editor of The Kennebec Journal ,
upon accepting an award
science of the Legislature ," and said,
" This award will remind me that I need
to do that. "
Media Honored for Making a Difference
Emcees Harry Gordon and MLGP A
President Dale McCormick also presented
MLGPA's first annual media awards , earmarked for "media people who are making a difference" - Fox, for last year's
special on AIDS, and Hanrahan , for "consistent attention and sensitivity to lesbian
and· gay issues."

though I feel as helpless as I possibly can
to combat this disease, I better find a niche
to try ," and she praised the audience " for
leading the way. ''
Also honored were: Joni Foster, a family life consultant with the Department of
Educational and Cultural Services , for her
work with the Committee on Gay and Lesbian Youth; Sharon Raymond of Parents
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays; Portland Pride organizer Michael Rossetti ;

. .,

New In M a1ne~

Are you alone by choice, or lack of choices?
ComQuest provides a safe, discreet way to
meet compatible gay men for friendships or more.
We offer:
• Confidential mailin gs
• Quick .service
• A detailed 'application
• No fees over $30
• Guaranteed results • No hidden costs
"-'

GREAT EXspecTATIONS!
Rewarded. The next time
you spec copy for typesetting , specify The Type
Room - complete phototypesetting and proofreading services at reasonable
rates
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Celebration
continued from page 4

An A.ppeal to the Lesbian and
Gay Community in This Time of Crisis
to Treat Other Minorities as We
Would Wish to Be Treated Ourselves

Cameron Duncan, a person living with
AIDS and a member of the state AIDS advisory committee; Randy Scott, owner of
The Underground; former deputy direcor
of the Department of Human Services
Trish Riley, for her contributions to the
state AIDS advisory committee; attorney
Jenny Wriggins, author of last year's antiharassment bill that an MLGPA-spearheaded coalition successfully marshalled
through the Legislature; University of
Maine EEO officer Suzanne Estler, who
worked hard to get the anti-discimination
clause passed by the system 's board of
trustees; Linda Shannon , creator of
MLGPA's stunning banner for the National March on Washington; Susan Farnsworth, who penned L.D . 1947, a bill introduced in this session that would grant
full survivor benefits to any person named
as a state employee's beneficiary, regardless of their martal or familial status; Nan
Stone of the Waldo Country AIDS Education Committee; MCLU Vice President
Vendean Vafiades , for her legal assistance on AIDS issues; and Diane Elze and Deb Atwood , for organizing Maine's
presence at the National March on
Washington.
Much to McCormick's surprise, the
awards ceremonies closed with Sadhbh
Neilan lauding her achievements, on behalf
of the MLGP A steering committee and to
a standing ovation.

by Sadhbh Neilan

One of the benefits of the s ruggle
against AIDS has been discovering the
capacity for brilliant leadership that exists
within the gay community, both locally and
nationally. In the last few years we have
had reason to be immensely grateful and
frequently very proud of the actions and
decisions of our leaders and spokesA beaming Nan Stone accepts an award
people. It is only within this context of
for her work with the Waldo County
great indebtedness and vast respect that I
AIDS Education Committee.
take issue with our activists. Though my
reference is Maine , the problem of which
I speak is equally troublesome on a national level .
Praising McCormick as "an extraordiOn February 16 the governor of Maine
\nary politician, but a much, much greater
announced his policy on AIDS. In McKerteacher ," and as someone who " has
nan' s plan three groups are threatened with
worked very hard to do what she has
mandatory testing in the event of criminal
done ,' ' Neilan presented her with an ofconviction: drug users , prostitutes, and the
ficial MLGPA award, much to McCorclients of prostitutes. The governor's plan
mick's ·delight , as, she confessed, "I've
was largely endorsed by representatives of
always wanted one of these and wondered
the gay community .
when I've ever get one.' '
What I want to address here is the seemFollowing the program, the crowd dancing willingness of Maine's gay communied into the night to tunes played by
ty to sacrifice the rights and interests of
Augusta DJ David Neal, who entertai1,1ed
prostitutes when doing so appears to benedinner-goers last year.
fit the gay community. (The difficult quesMLGPA Suffers Loss
tion of mandatory testing must wait for
Not a fundraiser for MLGPA , the ananother day.)
nual dinner meant a loss of $555 to the
Notwithstanding
the
proposed
organization . But, says Barb Wood , who
scapegoating of prostitutes in Maine , the
orchestrated the event, " It's a gift we give _
gay community's response to the goverthe community. ''
nor' s AIDS policy was mostly positive .
And by the 'looks on eyeryone's faces
One person went so far as to say, "I
that evening, a gift it certainly was.
generally think the plan is good overall.
It achieves a balance between individual
rights and public health." In their polite
and measured disagreement with state
leadership, our spokespeople argued that
the proposal to test prostitutes was impractical, not immoral. In making financial and
rational arguments against the testing of
• 130 St. John Street
prostitutes , they irpplidtly conceded tht
.
'
• Portland. Maine 04102
validity of the fraudulent assumptions
: .
(207} 761-1580
underlying this policy . This injures pro~~
stitutes, i~ injures gay people, and it undermines progressive gay political credibility.
What is the injury to prostitutes? By not:
defending prostilutes, gays lend credence
to the myth that prostitutes are major
:
PLANTS
:
sources of HIV infection. Though it is
theoretically possible, there is scant
0
•
statistical evidence to support that AIDS,
in the U.S., is transmitted from female to
male by heterosexual intercourse. The
•
FLOWERS
:
governor's policy suggests that Maine pro~
•
e
stitutes are in the same high risk category
Randy Scott, owner of the Underground
•
•
e
as gay men and drug addicts. This despite
and prime mover behind MLGPA's
the fact that of the seventy known AIDS
Barney Frank fundraiser last Novem:
GIFTS
:
cases in Maine, not one resulted from
ber, was honored for his ongoing and
heterosexual contact. National studies
~enerous support of the gay and lesbian
reflect the same lack of supporting statisticommunity.
cal evidence. (Analysis of McKeman's
AIDS policy makes clear that testing,
which is· expensive, will only be done
when the interests of the non-criminal,
straight community are at risk.)
So what is going on? Politics, that's
YOUR VERY AFFORDABLE MAINE GAY/LESBIAN
what. The most vulnerable, least defended
INTRODUCTION AGENCY
section of the "deviant" population was
sacrificed to assuage_the appetite of the
punitive Republican right wing . In the construction of this AIDS policy, the gay community was brilliantly represented on the
state's advisory committee, scoring a
number of political victories. How heartbreaking that the cost of our victories appears to be the betrayal of a minority enP.O. BOX 251
tirely more vulnerable than ourselves.
AUGUSTA, ME 04330
We at least have some excuse, unlilce the
- representatives of the women's organizations who supported this AIDS package
DISCRETION GUARANTEED
and in so doing appear to have forgotten
for whom they work and why we need peoCONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
ple to fight for women's rights in the first
place!
IN A PLAIN ENVELOPE
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Prostitutes work to make a living, to feed
and house themselves and their families .
To link prostitution with AIDS seriously
jeopardizes their ability to earn a living.
In addition, it puts prostitutes at even
greater a risk of social opprobrium. Given
that the grounds for these accusations are
essentially baseless, this policy is immoral.
Pious protestations to the contrary , the
harassment of prostitutes arises not out of
concern for the public health , but largely
out of unmitigated misogyny. This proposed new policy gives the authorities one
more device to use in threatening an
already harassed population.
To propose testing the clients of prostitutes only exacerbates the wrong to prostitutes in that, if enforced, it will be very
bad for business .
So how does this policy injure gays? For
a minority to collude (by our silence) in
the oppression of another more despised
minority is morally craven. We must resist
the temptation , and it is great, to become
creeps of self-interest. For our own sakes
we must try to protect prostitutes in this
matter because it is the morally correct and
just thing to do , not merely because if people don ' t act in this manner there will be
no one to protect us.
We must also consider the homophobic
impulse behind the scapegoating of prostitutes . The ACLU has charged that prostitutes are sometimes falsely named as
sources of infection by individuals who
wish to avoid the social stigma of homosexuality. Should we be involved in making these evasions more credible?
What of the injury to our political credibility? Our political future depends on our
ability to form coalitions with other minorities . To be enduring and effective these
coalitions must be based on a common progressive, inclusive, social vision which is
not susceptible to the pressures of political
expediency . Baldly put, if the only civil
rights we consistently care about are those
of gay people we have no basis for political
coalition outside of the gay community.
In the course of trying to achieve any
goal mistakes will inevitably be made. It
is decidedly better to err in attempting to
make the world a better place than to
escape error by inaction. Our first obligation in this matter is to accept that we have
made a huge and most regrettable mistake.
· Second, we must see what there is to be
learned from this experience. And third we
must atttempt to make amends.
One thing is already quite clear; political
compromise is a very tricky business . Obviously no political progress is possible
without the ability to compromise, yet here
we have our best and .briihtest in error.
What we need to do is develop standards,
or devise test questions, to help us make
reasonable decisions in this frequently c0nfusing and potentially treacherous area.
When the time comes the gay community must make every effort to defeat this
piece of the McKernan AIDS legislative
package. Should it become Jaw we must
do what we can through civil disobedience
and other methods to prevent the further
scapegoating of people in the sex business.
So we shall redeem our souls; our reputation will follow.
This article would be incomplete without
a tribute to the-lesbians and gay men who
have worked long, hard and with great success on behalf of the gay community in the
state's advisory committee on AIDS. Their
efforts like their successes have been
heroic. They rarely err. More often, their
demonstrable integrity , dedication, and
brilliance has turned this crisis in our community into a triumph of political consciousness raising .

OUR PAPER

page 5

--The Straight and Narrow-by Holly Valero
Sometimes voting is a right. Other times
a responsibility . You notice how it is never
described as anything fun. You don't take .
your right to vote out for a pizza and a
movie. You "exercise" your right to vote.
And I don't mean bowling, either. Real exercise, the stuff that hurts. Exercise is one
of those things that' s "good for you. " You
know , like bran or taxes. It isn 't fun ; it's
endured.
I look at the current slew of candidates
prowling the country , shaking babies and
kissing hands. (Or was that the other way
around?) 1988 has arrived and once again
I am being called upon to vote. Years
before , I used to chuckle with the ancient
citizens that always seem to be handing out
. ,the little pencils and the big sheets of paper
at the various church basements and Elks
lodges that had been converted for the day
into Small Town Polling Place , U.S.A.
Years before, we laughed about the "lesser
of the two evils" and some of the bozos
that had come and gone over the past century . Years before , the faces of Grandma
and Grandpa You-Don ' t-RememberThe-Depression-But-We-Do , used to
positively light up at the sight of such a
young woman at an off year election , a
primary , or even the · biggie. Nof many
people your age have a sense of civic
responsibility anymore.
So there I was , minding my own business when something went terribly wrong .
In the twinkling of an eye I lost my faith
in the system. I don't want to vote. I can't
find the lesser of the two evils. No matter
.who I vote for it will be a mistake . I just
KNOW it. Exercising my right to vote? I
don' t call that exercise. Unless you also
refer to a lynchiag as "jumping rope ."
I don't care about Gary Hart and his improprieties. Okay , he had a fling. The
press jumped all over it so Gary quit.
Then , a clever press agent found a way to
use that to Hart advantage and did . Gary
rejoined the battle. To Gary I ask, "Why
did you pick such a BIMBO? " Are you
just another cuff-link jockey on hormonal
overload? Another Heterosexual yacht club
member who is vacant from the navel on
~p? I don' t think I want to know. There's
a wonderful slew of democratic hopefuls
who are up front about their plans to raise
taxes all over the place. As they speak, you
can almost hear the sound of a toilet flushing in the background. Some of the Republican contenders don' t have a prayer with
me either. I'm not impressed by limited
nuclear anything . I would rather not have
mandatory AIDS testing and am not too

big on the idea of concentration camps for
the victims. I always thought that victims
were the ones you helped and bad guys got
punished. I heard a rumor that George
Bush is really an inflatable doll, kept alive
by the Society for the Preservation of the
·Bland. Paul Simon is so nice and innocuous that he MUST be psychotic. I'~
afraid to like him. I haven't heard any dirt
about him. He seems like he's on the up
and up . Why do I have this gnawing fear
that if he won the election he would show
up at the inauguration wearing a pink tutu and a snorkel? We' d find out that, sure,
he's nice and all , but he's nuttier than a
pecan pie. Maybe when I see some nude
photos I'll breathe a sigh of relief.
So who am I going to vote for? Simple.
I'm voting for Oprah Winfrey for President with Cher as Vice President. Oh sure,
you're thinking that I haven't done my
political homework. Not true! I read the
entire six-panel biography of Oprah in the
funnies of the Sunday edition of the Boston
Globe. I've even seen a few of her shows.
As for Cher, I've been a loyal fan ever
since "Silkwood·." I can just picture the
two of them together . Oprah would be terrific at handling the Russians . After all, she
kept her cool with the residents of all-white
Forsythe county. She'd not only know how
to ask questions , but she'd even · know
when the station breaks were due. Besides,
I admire any overweight woman who
doesn ' t take any crap about it. Cher, on
the other hand , has· the kind of humor and
intelligence that you don't normally find
with that kind of body. I would watch
anything from a national press conference
to the history of the sardine industry if she
was in it. The two women have talent in
the singing department, they are bright and
funny, and damn good looking - what else
could you want?
What? Still no.t sold? Well picture this.
Soft spotlights sweep the crowd of thousands that showed up for the victory celebration , coming to rest on stage left and
stage right. The music kicks in as Oprah
Winfrey and Cher enter singing from both
sides of the stage.
Oprah: "They say our love won 't pay
the national debt! ''
Cher-;- "Before it's budgeted , our
money ' s always spent!"
" I guess it' s so, we don' t have a lot, but
at least I'm sure of all the things we got!''
" I got you babe! I got you babe! "
" I got you for the Wall street slump .. . "
" I got you for atomic dumps! "
" OOPS , I'M SORRY, BUT WE GOTT A BREAK. BACK IN A MOMENT!''

The Peril of Conforming
by David
Let me state right at the onset of this letter that I am not a writer. I would like to
have the forgiveness of those whose profession I am about to massacre .
Conforming can kill you! Or at le~st destroy the person you are or want to let
out and be . At what point does a person
take control of his/her life? For some of
us it is at the point that is almost too late .
Let me share the story of the past years
of my life in the hopes that someone may
read it and decide to do something for
themselves before it is too late or before
they have wasted too much time . As a
teenager growing up in a very large (11)
Catholic family , the ideals and teachings
to conform were great. Being the eldest
added more to the responsibility to set the
"right" example for my younger brothers

and sisters. I was expected- to behave
' 'properly .'' Not because it was healthy or
good for me, but because it was the " right
thing to do " !
During my freshman year in high school
I had an affair, albeit small and short-lived,
with another male student who was a junior
at the same school. His " reputation" in the
school was well known , and this lent to
harassment of anyone who hung around
with him. During the teenage years it
seems that one' s peers can be 'the cruelest
and most critical people around and unfortunately things that happen to a person at
this time period normally stick with
him/her and affect _his/her life for a long
time.
Well , after much harassment at school
and my parents finding out about my short
relationship, I was banned from seeing or
talking to him at all . I was told that it was
wrong and I would go to hell if I did not

become a "normal" child right away.
(WHO THE HELL DETERMINES
WHAT IS NORMAL ANYWAY? IT'S
MY LIFE!) What little relationship I had
with my mom and dad was fast becoming
strained and soon deteriorated to hate and
mistrust and resentment over the next few
months.
Pressure is a funny thing. If you get
enough of it over a long enough time
period you end up doing one of two things.
Either you give in to it or you walk away
_from it. Well, a good Catholic boy doesn't
walk away from family; so he gives in.
Besides, my parents were sure that it was
just a phase I was going through. I did what
they wanted and reluctantly began dating
girls. This didn't last long because I did
not have as much fun around women as I
did when I was with other guys. So I didn't
date at all; only occasionally to keep my
parents happy .
My first sexual experience with a
woman was disastrous in so many ways.
First, the encounter was like something
. you see in a great comedy show and laugh
hysterically at, but this wasn't laughable.
Secondly, this encounter produced a child.
Talk about a confused young man! Now
what does one do? Of course he does the
"right thing" again. I got married, ' had
another child and tried to produce the
picture-perfect marriage. I remained well
within the boundaries of being a good husband and father. I remained faithful sexually to my wife, but mentally my sexual
thoughts and desires were elsewhere. I did
not remain in the marriage. Seven years
after doing the "right thing" I did what
was right for me and got divorced .
I moved away to try and establish who
I was. I did not accomplish this. Instead,
I became the perfect yuppie. I worked
60-70 hours a week, made $50,000 a year,
lived in a beautiful sixth floor penthouse
condominium on the beach, had fantastically plush contemporary furniture , and
drove the.most luxurious Gerinan road car
that is made. I started out in a low level
job with my company and in .a five-rear
time period had worked my way up the
ladder to the number two position below
the owner. Boy, I sure made my parents
proud and they made sure to tell anyone
that would listen how I had " made it." I
devoted every bit of energy to being a yuppie and being the best in my business.
What I was hiding from was my personal
life .
Due to a buyout of my company, I found
myself unemployed , a staggering blow
even to someone who has their shit together. The low I hit was like nothing I had
ever experienced before in my life. Over
four months , things got progressively
worse until I received a call from my old
boss with an offer of work with his new
place of employment. I took the job even
though I felt it was time to start paying attention to my personal life .
The four months I was out of work was
the first time that I felt I ever confronted
the fact that I am J!;ay . I started going out
to socialize in a barroom situation. Just to
get together with comrades. - Over the
period of the next nine months I grew increasingly frustrated with living someone
else 's standards of what life should be like.
That period ended fi've months ago with a
very tragic , but fortunately not fatal,
occurrence.
The balcony of the master bedroom suite
at the condo was up six floors and faced·
the ocean. It was about three feet wide by
about ten feet long and was surrounded by
two walls of the building and one wall
made up of a one-inch-thick piece of plexiglass topped by a three inch railing. The
remaining wall was about one foot wide
and made a perfect sitting ledge . I sat on
this wall one night five months ago with
my feet on the outside looking at the ocean
and seriously considering it to be easier to
jump off the wall and end the pain and suf-

-fering of trying to live up to everyone
else's standards. I was prepared to end it
all and not . worry about conforming to
everyone else's ideas of what is right and
what is not right, what is good and what
is not, who is right to see and who is not,
and most of all juggling these things to
keep everyone happy and pleased. Well,
needless to say, I c'id not jump although
there have been times I still wish I had. 1be
reason I did not go through with it is
because of what these actions would do to
the people that would be left behind. Odd
thing to hafe for a reason seeing as how
it was and is these same people that I
allowed to put the pressures to perform and
conform on me.
Over the next two weeks I sold everything that I owned except what I absolutely needed to take with me. I gave up the
condo and took off for a place where I
knew nobody and no family were present
in the area. I moved to San Francisco
figuring that I could find a way to handle
putting together who I-really was . I stayed
for three months and then moved_back to
the great state of Maine.
I )ll11 working for my old boss again in
a different position that still allows me to
have a social life. And things are the same
and yet very, very different than they have
been in years. I am not there yet, but there
is a light at the end of the tunnel and I am
finding a way to meet new people that I
can feel comfortable with. This whole letter boils down to a few small lines that are ·
this . I am gay and proud of it. Now I wish
I could say that that doesn't change anything but it does . I found out the other day
that in the state of Maine we gay people
are governed and ruled by a different interpretation of basic rights than any other
person or group of people. This leads me
to question one basic item. Why in this
land of the free are so many of us not free
either by nonprotection of our civil rights
or by the constraints of other people's opinions upon ourselves?
I am gay. I am proud to be gay and will
not perform or conform to any regimens
other than those that I deem good and right
for me and by me and no one will tamper
with or take away my right to do so.
This letter got kind of long out if only
one of your readers is moved not to conform, not to do what is "right" by
someone else' s standards, decides_to do
something with their life before it becomes
too late, I feel I have contributed somethi~g
of value of our commu_nity .
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Shirley Chisholm Tells It Like It Is

Global Gayzette

Chicago's Gay Rights Bill
Still Unsupported ,
Chicago 's gay rights bill faces an uncertain future . Alderman Eugene Sawyer,
who succeeded the late Harold Washington
as Mayor of Chicago, remains uncommitted at this time to the passage of the bill.
Mayor Sawyer announced that he is currently rethinking his position on the gay "
rights bill after having voted against it in
1986. Even with Sawyer's support, it is not
certain whether the bill will receive enough
votes to be passed.

New Hampshire Sodomy Law
Considered
New Hampshire's State Senate Judiciary
Committee recommended that the Senate
veto a bill which would criminalize
sodomy . The bill would make "any person who commits an unnatural and lascivious act with' another person guilty of
a Class B felony . " The punishment for
violation of this law would include a fine
and/or imprisonment and the permanent
loss of one's rights to vote .
The bill has been criticized as vague.
According to Mary Nelson (D-Nashua)
" ...there was great doubt that it would
serve the interest..:of the people of New
Hampshire." It is expected that the bill will
move soon to the full Senate for consideration.

by Brenda Buchanan

tions" they engage in. The memo states,
" Investigative personnel simply must refrain from questioning homosexuals concerning irrelevant details of their sexual activities ... details concerning such things as
positions and ' who-did-what-to-whom' are
of no consequence to any of the adjudicative criteria in the DOD Personnel security program.' ' Most of the gays facing sex
questions work for private firms that perform government contract work.

A Little History
A recently discovered document indicates that a gay political and social
organization may have existed as early as1865. Karl Heinrich Ulrichs wrote, in German, " Bylaws for the Urning Union,"
calling for a union which would "bring
Urnings out of their previous isolation and
unite them into a compact mass bound
together in solidarity.'' Urnings was the
term used by Urlichs because the term
" homosexual " had not yet been coined.
It is not certain whether the union had ever
been formed but in 1867 Ulrichs became
the first known gay activist.
The document was discovered by Manfred Herzer, a gay scholar, in the Hungarian National Library among the papers of
Karl Kertbeny. Kertbeny , a correspondent
of Ulrich's , apparently attempted to
destroy all evidence of his homosexuality
and the document only survived by chance.

.

Republican Comes Out ,
All Women Police Force
In an attempt to encourage women to
report crimes such as rape and beatings,
the police department in Sao Paulo, Brazil
has created the first all female police station. The station is staffed entirely by
women . More than 200 women come to
the station daily to report crimes .

Britain Considers
Anti-Gay Legislation
In the largest Lesbian and Gay rights
demonstration in Britain' s history , 12,000
people 'rallied through Central London to
protest Clause 28 , a repressive piece of
legislation. Clause 28 forbids local government from spending funds on anything that
''promotes homosexuality'' and forbids the
teaching of ''acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship. "
The marchers broke ranks and surrounded 10 Downing Street, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher' s residence. Arrests occurred there and elsewhere later in
the day , including the arrests of two
women for kissing in public .
Many Lesbian and Gay organizations
rely on local authorities for funding , office space, resources and services. With
the passage of this bill, many groups would
simply go out of business. The bill is currently being reviewed by the House of
Lords. If Clause 28 is passed, as many expect, it will go into effect in June of this
year.

DOD Ordered to .Stop
Intimate Questions
In a recent department memorandum ,
Department of Defense (DOD) officials
were ordered to stop asking gay security
clearance applicants about sexual "posi-

Madison, Wisconsin Common Council
Member Jim Mcfarlane became the second Republican elected official to come out
as a gay man. There is another gay council member in Madison and three openly
gay members of the Dane County Board
of Supervisors. McFarlane followed in the
steps of openly gay Republican town clerk
Robert Ebersole of Lunenburg, Massachusetts.

Lesbian and Gay Studies
Centers Open
New lesbian and gay studies centers at
Yale University and the City University
New York Graduate Center were opened
in the fall of 1987. Many lesbian and gay
students, staff and faculty at colleges
throughout the U.S. still face discrimination , but enough progress has been made
in the struggle for basic human rights to
launch these •'multi-disciplinary centers
for promoting scholarship on topics of con-·
cern to lesbians and gay men. "
At the Yale opening, heterosexuals created a hostile feeling . In an opening
speech , Beth Povinelli pointed out that
there was " no money for research , no encouragement for completing it and no place
to display it. ' ' Professor Boswell, who has
suffered assaults himself, added that there
were 60 majors devoted to heterosexual
studit:!> at Yale and no one should feel
threatened by one " queer" fieid.
·
The feeling at CUNY was more receptive . In opening addresses there , speakers
reached out to the community and provided
demonstrations of what the center has to
offer.

C.ompiled by K.M.
Sources: The Advocate, Gay Community News, and the Washington Blade.

Former presidential candidate and New
York Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm
was given standing ovations both at the ·
· beginning and the end of her speech at the
January 16 "Winning With Women" conference sponsored by the Maine Commis- ·,
sion for Women.
The conference also featured an address
by Gudrun Agnarsdottir Kvennalstinn of
Iceland's Women's Alliance , and workshops on a variety of topics .
Chisholm, the first black woman ever
elected to Congress, said women have
known for decades the futility of depending·on men to advance their political agenda. " We learned back in the 1960s that we .
. would have to take up our own cause,'' she
said.
She termed male politicians who don't
take women's and family concerns seriously •'neanderthals,' ' and said ' 'they have no
right to be representing us if they no understanding of a moving and changing society."
Chisholm said women running for office
have two interwoven problems - being
seen as serious candidates and raising
money. But she said female candidates can
stress the fact no woman has ever been involved in the Congressional scandals that
have tocked Washington in recent years .
"We don't have to spend time running
around trumpeting our integrity. People
believe in it," Chisholm said.
She criticized the Democratic Party for
paying only lip service to sharing political ·
power with women. "I have often wondered why a party that claims to be sensitive to the aspirations of women is not
more supportive of its candidates,'' she
said.
She theorized availability of money is a
factor. The Democrats have comparatively less money than the Republicans, she
said, so they parcel it out according to the
perceived electability of the candidate.
Women are seen as risky, Chisholm said,
and that's why so many have to struggle
along with little financial support from the
party, only to receive support when they' re
virtually earned a victory with their own
resources.

Shirley Chisholm, the first Black woman
elected to the U.S. Congress and to
seriously campaign for the Democratic
Party nomination for president, inspired
a packed auditorium at "Winning With
Women," a conference sponsored by the
· Maine Commission for Women and held
at Bates College in January.

" We' ve seen this over and over again ," ·
she said. '' And we'd better understand one
very basic thing - God helps those who
help themselves."
Chisholm urged politically-active
women to learn what she called the highest .
of all arts - compromise. It's not a dirty
word , she said, but a necessary skill.
''If you are a rigid person, and idealist,
a purist , don't get into politics, " she said .
" We have enough rigidity and inflexibility with the gentlemen. "
Unity and activism are vital if women
are to _gain a meaningful voice in the running of the nation, Chisholm said.
"They're only going to move if you push,
if you fight, if you struggle and if we say
with one voice in unison, enough is
enough. '!

-

AIDS Summit Brings State Together.
by Rob Williams
Nearly 40 people with diverse opinions
and backgrounds came together in Augusta
on January 23 for a five-hour discussion
about AIDS in the state of Maine.
Participants of the third annual Maine
AIDS Summit pledged co,itinuing service,
education, and .lobbying in the face of a
growing number of Mainers wlio are or
will be affected by this disease.
Maine Lesbian and Gay Political Alliance President Dale McCormick opened
the summit. Peaches Bass from the Bureau
of Health and Francia Davis of the Maine
Human Rights Commission served as cofacilitators throughout the afternoon .
Several decisions emerging from the
summit this year include support of efforts
to keep a person' s HIV status absolutely
confidential , a pledge to better coordinate
regional hotlines and referrals, and a move
to form separate statewide coalitions to address legislation, services, and education.
While AIDS was the common focal
point of the summit, the individuals who
attended each had specific interests. For
example, Fred Rabidoux is working to set
up an AIDS lodging house in Portland,
while Robin Lambert works to raise money
for people with AIDS through the Maine

Health Foundation. Dr. Lani Graham
spoke as a public health physician whereas
two women from Penobscot, population
l , l 04 described their struggle against ignorance about AIDS in Hanc9C:k County.
Important issues surfaced in the summit:
• Could gay people network with the
hemophilia community to fight AIDS?
• Are people with AIDS currently being sought out and valued as resources?
,. • In what context will teachers mention
gay lifestyle in their AIDS education
efforts?
• How can hard-to-reach gay men be
reached with AIDS information? Are
they already knowledgeable but ignoring the facts?
• What role could the arts play in enlightening communities about AIDS?
The issues surrounding Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome are numerous
and urgent. At the end of the day , summit
participants were making plans to meet
again in one year' s time . But Tom Antonik
from Portland made everyone pause and
agree to more frequent meetings. He stood
up and said, "I am a person with AIDS .
We have to meet sooner than a year from
now. I may not be here that long."
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irig. As much as we (the gay community)
didn't want (AIDS), it's been our things,
and this is our lesson in letting go," he
said.
Nickerson's only criticism of the lodging house effort has been in the lack of
publicity about how it will be run .
"The problem with the policies, he said,
"is we don't know the policies. How has
the physical plant gotten so far without us
knowing the policies?"
The absense of dialogue between the
AIDS Lodging House's planners and the
gay community at large may be traceable
to the Press Herald article , especially in
its connection of the house with Maine
Medical Center' s Bach. There is no question that contributed to the concern among
some AIDS ' activists about paternalistic
policies, written from the perspective of
medical practictioners rather than PW As .
Kreamer said the ~rticle was wrong to imply the house had any connection with
Bach or the medical establishment.
" That was never what the committee
wanted," she said. " Michael Bach might
have thought of this as a house for his patients, but that is not accurate." As for the
goal of the house' s policies, " the intent
always was to put the power with the peqple who are living there ," Kreamer said.
She said it is " valid criticism that we
didn 't have the input of people who were
sick'' when writing the policies, but thei:e
was no ill intent. The policy-writers
thought they were covering their bases by
looking to the agencies in other cities
who'd put together successful residential
facilities, she said.
Kreamer said the gay community was
represented on the committee though not
in an official sense. She believes additional
participation while never expressly invited,
would have been welcome.
" The gay comm_iinity, because of its
history of seeking empowerment, is especially sensitive,to (being ignored)," she
said. Nonetheless, criticism has been difficult to hear, she said.
" It was hurtful and discouraging to hear
people in the gay community saying (the
lodging house) would never get off the
ground / ' she said .
The silence of the planners is also a
result of the Press Herald article. After it
was published, the committee, feeling
burned, decided to impose a virtual press
blackout about its efforts, and those in the
know about the project weren 't talking
about it informally either.
The infamous article's immediate impact
was a neighborhood up in arms, a problem
Kr.earner said seemed to be solved at a
meeting between committee members and
area residents set up by City Councilor
Pam Plumb.
" They felt economically threatened,"
Kreamer said of the Hanover Street
residents who came to the meeting. "These
are not Yuppies. They'd put a lot of sweaf
equity into their homes and were worried
about property values."
Few medical questions were asked, she ·
said. The neighbors wanted to know about
parking, disruption , and "the type of element this would bring in to their neigh.borhood." That fear seemed to grow from
the neighbors knowledge ofIV drug users
as a risk group, she said. There was no
homophobia vocalized at all.
"It all came back to the issue of how

they heard (about the house' s location),"
Kreamer said. They weren't pleased to
learn about it in the newspaper and needed
to be reassured the committee wasn't a flyby-night group.
Those people aren't going to be the
neighbors of the AIDS Lodging House
anymore, but Kreamer believes the ex-·'
perience of meeting with are residents and
discussing their concerns will prove useful
when it's time to do that again.
There is a political hot potato lurking in
the shadows as Cameron and the board
continue their search for another house. It
involes zoning .

. !he lodging house's board says because
tt 1s meant to be ,a. residential facility, and
?ot a place where medical care is provided,
tt should be permitted in any residential
location in the city. Some city officials
have disagreed, saying a zone variance
mar be needed to locate a grO\IP residence
in a residential neighbo.rhood.
The problem is the board does not want
to spend its effor\s locating a house and
negotiating -with a landlord, only to be
denied a variance. Rabidoux said the
board's position is "we're a residence and
anythirig that's residential we can move into .'' If an official determination needs to

be made about the house's zoning status,
the board says·it must happen now, before
a specific house is located. The city says
the Zoning Board of Appeals can only deal
with applications listing a specific piece of
property. In other words, it can't issue advisory opinions.
Despite the past struggles and the battle
on the near horizon, Rabidoux is optimistic
a house will be found and will open sometime this spring. There' s no shortage of
problems with any new endeavor, he said,
and this one is no exception. ·
"It's an experiment all the way around
the spectrum, " he said.

./

Lodging House Policies Modeled on Programs in Other Cities
The AIDS Lodging House is intended to
be a residence - not a medical care facility
and not a shelter - but a communal living situation for people with AIDS who for
one reason or another believe it will be the
most advantageous place for them to be.
Its planners predict some of the residents
will be from the Greater Portland area.
Their reasons for moving into the lodging
house may be inability to pay the steep city
rents or the desire for day-to-day contact
with other people and especially other
PWAs.
Other residents are likely to be from
other parts of Maine . They may be in
Portland for a month or two for intensive
medical treatment that doesn't have to be
in hospital setting. For them, the lodging
house's planners say, the facility will be
supportive environment in a city that isn' t
their home.
Fred Rabidoux , president of the AIDS
Lodging House board, said a house with
capacity for six to eigh,t residents would
be ideal. All residents must be capable of
living iriclependently ,' which means the
house won't function as a hospice or nursing facility for those who are unable to care
for themselves . The reason for this is practical . " We will have to be licensed if we're
more than a place to live,' ' Rabidoux said .
The enormous issue raised by the
house's. limitations is where house residents will go when they become seriously
ill. What if, for instance, a resident is taken
to the hospital with a bout of pneumocystis
caminii pneumonia, one of the debilitating
illnesses commonly associated with immune system dysfunction? Once strong
enough to leave the hospital , he or she is
likely to need a long period ofbedrest, and
essentially be unable to "live independently." What will happen to the person? Having given up the1~ apartment , the only
home they have will be the lodging house,
but they will no longer qualify to live there.
' 'It's a community dilemma,'' Rabidoux
said.
He believes it is important for the lodging house board to acknowledge the limits
and say clearly what it can and cannot provide. From the time a potential resident
begins exploring the possibility of living
there, he said, they'll know the parameters.
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food , and will be responsible for the
house's general upkeep. They can leave for
up to 30 days without losing their room ;
special arrangements for longer absences
may be made if the resident is hospitalized.
The house manager must be informed of
all absences of more than two days.
Residents must be willing and able to
live cooperatively, and must be willing to
participate in two group meetings each
week - one solely of residents and the
other facilitated by house manager
Cameron. There is a board where residents
can air their grievances .
Cameron will not live in the lodging
house nor maintain an office there. He is
the only person who will be able to enter
without permission .
Kreamer said residents' input will be actively sought throughout their stay at the
lodging house.
' 'The intent has always been to put the
power with the people who are living
there," she said.
Rabidoux said there is not a PWA on the
board, but he belives there will be .
" I do think it' s important that ther.e be
a PWA on the board, personally,? ' he said.
" I think its symbolic, because the job
essentially is an administrative one, but I
don' t underrate the importance of symbolism."

" On the day someone comes into the
house, they'll begin a counseling program
designed to deal with the eventuality they'll
have to move out," Rabidoux said.
The person doing the counseling will be
house manager Bob Cameron . It will also
be his job to help connect house residents
with other facilities and agencies where
they can get their needs met. Rabidoux said
there is a growing need for hospice beds.
There is a facility in Auburn where some
PWAs have lived, he said, and preliminary
plans are being made for more hosp).ce
beds in Gorham.
Kristen Kreamer' one of the original
planners of the lodging house , acknowledged the difficulties inherenet in operating a faciltity with limited capability . But
she said the problem is not singular to
PW As.
" If you're too sick for the lodging
house, you 'd be too sick to be at your own
house or apartment," she said . "These
same issues face the elderly .' '
Decisions about who will be allowed to
move in and when \hey will have to leave
will be rnade by_a four-person committee
made up of John Perry of the Maine Health
Foundation, psychiatrist Ron Bailyn, USM
nursing professor Maggie Fournier, and
Rabidoux .
The house' s policies are based on those
used by other AIDS service agencies in
Boston , New York and elsewhere. Residents will have to pay rent of about $200
month . The exact sum is what the city of
Portland will provide in housing assistance
each month, so people without income will
be able to afford to live there , Rabidoux
said .
" It was the opinion of the board that
everyone who stayed there had to pay
·rent," he said. "It couldn' t be on a gratis
basis . It's part of the empowerment. It' s
not a 'gimmie.' "
. Residents must establish their financial
need. If they have a recent history of
alcohol or drug use, they must be evaluated
by a registered substanc~ abuse counselor .
If they have a history of psychiatric disturbances, a condition of their acceptance
at the lodging house will be participation
in treatment with a licensed mental health
professional .
Residents must buy and cook their own
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York County
Notebook
by Pat

B~unswick Area Re.port
by Tina Phillips
It's 6 :00 a .m. and I'm actually ready for work with a few minutes left to wr-i-te
this report and maybe get it into Our Paper before the deadline. t he rain and fog
outside gives the illusion of an early April day , though I think I'll refrain from pl.anting my peas today - it's not over yet.
So what's new in our neck of the woods? There's a new counselor of women who
just opened her office at 130 Front Street in Bath , Jane Rosenblum , R.N. Jane works
primarily with adolescent girls , family counseling , relationships, incest , childhood
abuse and sexual assault cases. She uses a sliding scale in determining her fee , so
as to make therapy ri10re accessible to lower income women . For more information
or appointments , she can be reached at 443-3405 . Welcome to the neighborhood!
Also, Bowdoin College is sponsoring a number of events, films , and speakers
to celebrate Women' s Awareness Week in March , most of which are free and open ·
to the public. Here' s the schedule:
Monday , March 7 12:30 p.m. Talk & Discussion on Women &-AIDS
Coles Tower, Lunch Room
4:00 p.m. . Film: " Taking Our Bodies Back''
Visual Arts Center, Beam Classroom
9:00 p.m. Film: " She' s Got to Have It"
Produced & Directed by Spike Lee
Smith Auditorium in Sills Hall
Monday , March 8 12:30 p.m. Talk & Discussion on International
Women ' s Day ,
Coles Tower, Lunch Room
" Food Fright," a comedy skit about
·
women & food
Location to be announced
9 :30 p.m. Marcie Boyd, Folksinger
The Pub , \n Moulton Union
Talk & Discussion on What it Means to be
Wednesday , March 9
12:30 p.m. a Women "
Coles Tower , Lunch Room
4:00 p.m . Open House , Women' s Resource Center
7:30 p.m. Video on the Karen Thompson Case &
Discussion , Chase Barn
Thursday , March IO
12:30 p.m. Talk & Discussion - Freedom & Our First
Ammendment Rights ,
Coles Tower, Lunch Room
4:00 p.m. Movie on Pornography ,
Visual Arts Center
Thursday , March 10 8:00 p.m. Guest Speaker, Andrea Dworkin.
Author of Intercourse
Kresge Auditorium , Visual Arts Cen_ter
·
Talk
and Discussion by women foreign
Friday , March 11 12:30 p.m.
exchange students at Bowdoin.
Coles Tower, Lunch Room
4:00 p.m. Talk by Marge Clark
Location to be announced
7:30 & 10:00 p.m. Film: " Norma Rae· ·
Smith Auditorium in Sills Hall
Saturday, March 12
7:30 & 10:00 p.m. Film: "Silkwood ..
Smith Auditorium in Sills Hall.
$1 .00 Admission ·
7:30 to 10:00 p.m. Celebration of Women Artists at Bowdoin
$2.00 donation to benefit
the Karen Thompson fund
Location to be announced
Monday . March 14 9:00 p.m. Film: " La Cage Aux Foiles"
Smith Auditorium in Sills Hall
For further information on Women ' s Awareness Week at Bowdoin, please call
the Women' s Resource Center at 725-3620.
Well, I'm just about late for work so I better sign off and head out. Also. for
, future reference , if anyone has any news or events in our area they would like to
see in this regional report , give me a call at 725-2238. Until next month ...

BRENT T. McKJNSTRY
QelW8I MMeger
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One Travel Pl- on llec:hMlc St.
P.O. Box 747
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The sun is shining and it's snowing! Ah,
<
February in Maine . . .
Couple of days ago it was so cold there
was smoke coming off the river. My car
wouldn't start. Fortunately I can walk to
work, but I'm lots happier when I know I
can go places. ·
We're at the height of cabin fever season
(although one friend says she's had it since
November). This is the time of year when
trying to predict, before I open the can,
what color plastic scoop Chock Full 'o
Nuts has included this time seems like a big
deal!
By the way, I hear they're coming out
with a new decaffeinated health coffee for
people who are into yoga and meditation
... it's called Chakra Full o' Nuts! ·
If you can get hold of a sheet of that
plastic packing material with the little air
bubbles in it, popping them individually
can be a fun way to spend an evening,
either alone or with like-minded friends.
. An added bonus, if you 're without one and
long for a fireplace or woodstove, is that
the popping sounds just like a crackling

frre.

worked tirelessly to help get the clause
adopted by the University of Maine Board
of Trustees. Some of those who deserve
recognition are: Mary Kay Kasper, Bob
Sullivan, Dan Smith and Geoff Miller.
Congratulation.s and thanks·fo all of you!
The Wilde-Stein Club gained some
media attention when the University of
Maine support group gave the proceeds
from the January 16th dance held at the
University, to the Cerebral Palsy Foundation. Mary Kay Kasper and Bob Sullivan
gave the Foundation a check for $150.QO
(the largest given by any student group at_
the University of Maine) on live television
January 24th on channel 7 Bangor. Although nothing was said concerning
Wilde-Stein's purpose at the University, it
still takes courage for these folks to go on
live television. This kind of exposure is so
important for us to avoid being invisible,
so a big thanks to Wilde-Stein.
All in all, December and January have
been a productive couple of months here
in Bangor area. The dances at the University are still happening e ,;; ry I st and 3rd
Saturday of the month, anc: ..,,,, are looking
forward to a great spring. ~vfore about
Casselberry-Dupree next month!

-

On a more serious note, J just read a
letter to the editor of a local paper cQncerning Pat Robertson's bid forthepresidency.
The writer plans to vote for Robertson in
spite of"many, seemingly logical reasons"
not to. She is ignoring her "intellect"
simply because he is a "man of God." After
reading this letter over several times I got
out my copy ·of Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale. Scares the hell out of
me. Read it!
And don't forget to vote when the time
com~s. Otherwise the elections could be
swung by people like the lady C. overheard
talking to a friend in the supermarket.
"Don't tie that plastic b!lg of oranges
closed," she said "the air will stay in and
they1l weigh more."
Enough said!

News for the Bangor
Area
by Cathy Jessup
Old Town, February 1988. As promised
(a month late, I realize) the Bangor Area
Gay Lesbian Straight Coalition and the
Bangor chapter of the National Organiza..
tion for Women has announced the artist ·
for this spring's concert. On Friday, April 29th at 8:00 pm Casselberry~Dupree will
perform at th~ Bangor Opera House.
Tickets will go on sale April lst at the
Bangor Opera House and other locations
that will be announced in next month's
edition of Our Paper.
For those of you who missed them in
Portland last yel!f, or their appearance at
the March in Washington, CasselberryDupree is a reggae band of high energy
that will knock your socks off in a live
show. Hope to see lots of folks there!
Plans are also in the works for Charlie
Howard Day, which will be held in Bangor
onSunday,July 10th, 1988. There will be a
march through Bangor with speakers and
musicians following.
On Saturday, February 6th at the annual
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
Banquet, Sue Estler was given an award
for her work concerning the sexual orientation clause in the University of Maine's
charter. Congratulations go out to Sue as
well as the many student . activists who

Notes From Poland
Spring
by Vivian Wadas
Located in Poland Spring about a mile
off Route #26 on Middle Range Pond is .·
not where most lesbian or gay men would
choose to live .. .but we did. This is not a
city; it is a town who's name used to be
Bakerstown. Not only did its name change ·
but it was once a part of New Hampshire
and not part of Maine. It's the kind of
country town that you could easily miss if
you b1inked while driving through it.
The post office is located in a small room
in the black of the Ma and Pa's General
store, where besides stamps you can get
just about anything a country corner convenience store has to offer. About two
miles north from the post office is the town
hall, which is about the size of a small cottage, where local residents do their usual
business transactions like paying t_axes of
various kinds, buying hunting and fishing
licenses and picking up their dump permit
sticker for a quarter. (There are no cjty
dump trucks to pick up your trash; instead ,
you haul your own.) Not only are there no
identifiable federal/state buildings here ,
there isn't even a grocery store. One has
to go north 14 miles to Oxford, south 13
miles to Gray to do one's shopping.
Taking all this into account, you could
easily assume that there isn't a homosexual community here. However, because
there is no visible community here doesn't
mean there isn't one, as I'm sure you all
know. My lover and I represent two lesbians and on the other ~ide of the lake lives
another lesbian couple we were very lucky
to meet. I also·like to think about our other
neighbors and wonder whether they are
PLU's (people like us) we just haven' t met
yet. Neighbors here can live as far away
as two to five miles or further, not like in ,
the city where they share the same two or
three blocks in your neighborhood or even
your apartment building. So I like to think
that under the circumstances, it' s appropriate to consider four lesbians (and
other unknown PLU' s) equivalent to or
respresentative of the world "community"
here in Poland Spring.

contu,ued on page 14
page 12
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AIDS Plan
continued from page 1
bodily fluids , a position riot supported by
a majority of the state AIDS advisory committee. The committee voted this past fall
to support Hmited mandatory testing in
cases of accidental exposure. ·
But the advisory committe has consistently opposed any form of mandatory HIV
testing of particular populations , such as
drug users and prostitutes.
. " We believe the state has an overriding
and compelling interest in protecting the
public from people who intentionally break
the law and engage in high risk, lawbreaking behavior, and who , even when given
medical information about being HIVinfected, continue to behave in a way that
is both illegal and life-threatening to
themselves and others," Ives said.

Legislative Action Necessary
Though legislative action is necessry to
implement mandatory testing , McKernan
has no plans to submit legislation during
the current session.
However, Dale McCormick, president
of the Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance and a member of the state AIDS advisory committee, fears that Rep. Stedman
Seavey , R-Kennebunkport, will tag it on
to one of his as-yet-un'!Vritten bills to be
'
considered this session.

Mandatory Testing
Recommendation
Blasted
.
.
":

The recommendation for mandatory
testing of convicted prostitutes and drug offenders was met with strong disagreement,
with critics charging that the state's limited
resources should be spent on education,
that only an insignificant number of the
targeted populatio~ would be hit, and that
the announced price tag of $20,000 is a
gross underestimation .
,'

I

-

It's not the same as everything else. It' s
the bubonic plague of the 20th century and
should be treated as more serious. "
Criticizing the state for failing to implement an education and outreach campaign
to IV drug users and prostitutes prior to
calling for mandatory testing , Rep.
Charlene Rydell , D-Brunswick, a strong
and longtime proponent of education , says
the state must not wait "until they' re arrested and convicted because that' s only a
tiny minority of the total group. "
" We should be seeking street education
in this session, " she continued. "This
issue tests our humanity , whether we can
lay aside some of the issues around breaking the law and not breaking the law , and
morality and immorality, and say what is
most important is preventing deaths of people from AIDS. "
Rydell believes the quoted price tag for
mandatory testing is unrealistic, given the
nature of the test and the necessity to provide pre- and post-test counseling to facilitate 6ehavioral change.
" My understanding is that it' s based on
a one-time test," Rydell said of the figure.
" If someone is negative, and if there' s a
chance they' re at-risk, they need to follow
up with additional testing, perhaps for as
long as one year. We ' re talking about a
figure that will be much higher than
$20,000."

Subcommitte Issued Fact Sheet
A fact sheet on mandatory testing
available at the press conference was prepared by the state advisory committee' s
subcommittee on counseling and testing ,
Perry Sutherland , chair of the subgroup ,
told Our Paper.
' ' Mandatory testing may discourage use
of the voluntary anonymous ~est sites by
all high prevalence groups,'' the statement
read , "as well as indivuals who have a
history of high-risk/potential-risk
behaviors."
r e,
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"Mandatory testing siphons off needed resources from
.the only thing that is proven to prevent AIDS, which i~
education."
MLGPA President Dale McCormick
But the cnttcs themselves met with
criticism for failing to adequately defend
prostitutes, and for implying that mandatory testing of prostitutes might be appropriate if the state had unlimi~ed financial resources and if prostitutes were
categorized as a high-risk group.
' 'Though 1 am pleased at the effort the
policy makes to strike a balance between
serving public health interests and individual rights ," said Joanne D' Arcan• gelo , lobbyist for the Maine Women' s
Lobby, " we are very concerned about the
mandatory. testing of prostitutes because
prostitutes, in and by themselves , have not
been defined as a high risk group by the
Center for Disease Control. That is one
piece of the policy that is based on presumption and not medical evidence, and
that's where the danger lies."
The Maine Women's Lobby will oppose
any legislation requiring mandatory
testing, D ' Arcangelo said . .
'' Mandatory testing siphons off needed
resources from the only thing that is proven to prevent AIDS , which is education,"
said Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
President Dale McCormick, though she
added, " I really am pretty pleased with this
plan . They really have attempted and succeeded in balancing individual rights and
the public healt.h . ''
McCormick also expressed disappointment at the governor's decision to reject
state mandated AIDS education for public
schools .
' ' The education department seems to see
AIDS the same as other health concerns,''
McCormick said. " I thirik that's a mistake.

Sutherland decried the policy recommendation for ignoring the fact that all
reliable evidence points. to the ineffectiveness of mandatory testing in changing
behavior and preventing the spread of
infection .
" It' s ridiculous ," Sutherland said. " It's
a waste of resources."

Critics Criticized
. Responses to the policy by McCormick,
D' Arcangelo, and others have since been
criticized for not going far enough ,
however, by other members of the gay/lesbian and feminist communitities .
" Based on media reports of the statements made by our spokespeople, I was
terribly disappointed in the quality of their
response to the proposal for mandatory
testing of prostitutes and IV drug users,"
said Christine Torraca , a lesbian and
longtime NOW activist.
Calling their reasons given for rejecting
the governor' s recommendation faulty ,
Torraca charged them with ' 'failing to adequately defend our sisters who are prosti- tutes . ' '
Further, she continued, " They failed to
make a clear statement abut the danger of
setting a precedent for manoatory testing
of any group. "
Blasting the state for picking a vulnerable group of wommen to submit to mandatory testing , Torrace added , ' ' Are we
surprised? No. "
" Prostitutes are not the primary conveyors of this disease," she said . " They ' re
being scapegoated by a bunch of privileged
men in business suits ."

Sadhbh Neilan, and' MLGPA steering
committee member, told Our Paper she
was "immensely disappointed" at the
remarks made to the media by McCormick, D ' Arcangelo, and others.
"We sacrificed them to the punitive urge
of the Republican right wing," Neilan
said. "We, in effect, said, 'This is OK. '
We did not argue the morality of the question ; we argued the cost-effectiveness of
the question .''
" I hope that McKernan gets to come
"back as a prostitute with a couple of kids
to support, " she continued.

Others Attack Mandatory Testing
" There' s an assumption that this person
who is a prostitute has been practicing unsafe sex, and you don't know that," said
Susan Cummings-Lawrence, a public
health advisor with the Bureau of Health
and a member of The AIDS Project board
-of directors, when asked for her opinion
on mandatory testing of prostitutes.
And the proposal to charge prostitutes
with a Class A crime is particularly alai.ning , she says, given that " we don 't really
know what the person has been doing ."

The proposal troubles Denise McWilliams, the director of the AIDS Law Project at the Boston-based Gay and Lesbian
Advocates & Defenders, because femaleto-male HIV transmission through vaginal .
intercourse is "highly uncertain" and "inefficient,'' and because criminal intent is
a key factor in criminal law considerations.
"I do see how you can separate the in- ·
tent to earn a living the way prostitutes
earn their living, how you can chop that
intent up and make part of it criminal,"
McWilliams said. "Their intent is not to
kill somebody, but to make money to support themselves . It doesn't make sense to
me legally."
McWilliams also blasted the proposal as
an attempt ~'to assuage the psychological
fears of people" and for "doing nothing
to address the issue of HIV spread. "
"It's an attempt to make the person with
HIV infection 'the other, ' '' McWilliams
charged. " Ifwe can control that drooling
salivating beast over there, we don't have
to worry about our own exposure."
She also doubts many johns will be affected by madatory testing statutes.
" I'm not a gambling woman ," said
McWilliams , "but I_would bet you any

"Many prostitutes are religiously using condoms and·
practicing just oral sex using condoms."
- Susan Cummings-Lawrence, Bureau of Health
' ' People have_sex with other people constantly and you don't know ·whether
they 've been prcticing unsafe or safe sex,"
Cummings-Lawrence pointed out.
According to Cummings-Lawrence,
who has conversed with several women
engaged in prostitution, many prostitutes
are " religiously using condoms and practicing just oral sex using condoms."
" It' s a feminist issue," she added. "you
can figure which groups will be put in that
position - the disenfranchised groups . IV
drug users and prostitutes have no
advocates. ''
Cummings-Lawrence also believes ''any
kind of mandatory testing will have a chilling effect on people wanting to get counseling and testing voluntarily. "

amount of money that the number of men
who get busted in the state of Maine is probably the same number of men that Maine
sends to the moon on an annual basis .''
While practicing criminal law in Boston
for five years, prior to going to GLAD ,'
McWilliams said she never saw a man
picked up for engaging a prostitute, despite
that town's "booming car trade" and
Combat Zone.
Bill Rubenstein, an attorney with the
AIDS and Civil Liberties Porject of the
American Civil Liberties Union in New
York City, commented on the testing proposal while in Portland as a guest speaker
at an MCLU-sponsored forum .

continued on page 15

Highlights of State AIDS Plan
The following are among the recommendations contained in the state AIDS
plan released by Governor John McKernan on February 16:
• Mandatory testing and counseling of
convicted prostitutes and people convicted of engaging a prostitute . Asecond offense would be treated as a
Class A crime if the person tested HIV
positive after the first conviction. Test
results will be available to the judge,
the Division of Probation and Parole,
the prosecutor , and the Bureau of
Health , in addition to the defendant.
• Mandatory HIV testing of persons convicted of trafficking in, furnishing , or
possessing any illegal drug commonly used intravenously. Test results will
be available to the judge, the Division
of Probation and Parole, the prosecutor, and the Bureau of Health , in addition to the defendant. A second offense· would be treated as a Class A
crime if the person tested HIV positiv.e
after the first conviction.
• Mandatory testing of persons convicted of rape or gross sexual misconduct if the survivor petitions the court
to compel the defendant to submit to
testing . Test results will be given to
the survivor and the Bureau of Health.

• That condoms not be distributed to inmates of correctonal facilities. ' ' Rules
of conduct for both staff and prisoners
in Maine correctional facilities prohibit sexual activities," the plan says.
• The inclusion of AIDS education in
public school health curriculae. The
plan does not recommend mandating
such education.
• Mandatory anonymous reporting of all
HIV test results to the Bureau of
Health.
• Statutory changes to allow HIV test information to be recorded on hospital
medical records and shared with other
medical providers caring for the
patient.
• The continuation of Maine' s current
informed consent law prohibiting any
HIV testing without a person' s written , informed consent. ·
• The continuation of current law prohibiting insurance companies from
asking applicants about previous -HIV
testing.
• The start-up of blinded , anonymous
seroprevalence studies .
(DE)

• A continuation of Maine's current law
requiring prescriptions for the purchase of hypodermic needles. Maine
is one of .only 12 states requiring
prescriptions.
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You might be -wondering at this pomt
what kind of events go on in our community , especially-when you consider how few
(or many) we really are. Well - they' re
different that's for sure. And they aren't
as varied or frequent as those th'at go on
in the city.
The hottest things happening right now
for us are all outdoor winter a1ctivities. That
fs unless you go up to play BEANO on
Tuesclay, nights or try to rient the latest ·
videos (really years old) from a local store.
·Middle Range Pond is full of salmon,
lake trout, perch and pi~kerel, about a mile
long and right now completely frozen over.
This sets the scene for some of the best
local ice fishing around. Th.e re are more
people that fish the lake on 1the weekends
than during the week, but the:re are always
snowmobiles cutting back and forth across
the lake . I mention this ornly because I
don't like the noise they produce: It takes
away from the calm and quiet of the lake.
Anyway, ice fishing can be really fun .
It's exciting when a flag goes and everyone
runs to the hole to watch the fish being
brought up (most of the time). This time
it was an 18 inch, very beautiful, lake trout.
Worth the experience and the $16.00 fee for
a fishing license.
Ice fishmg isn' t always exactly what it
seems to be. It' s not as borin1g as it sounds
or as some might think it is. That is , if you
enjoy fishing and/or have a creative imagination. When was the last time you
played frisbee on ice? Or trif:d ice skating
to disco music? Or cooked hot dogs outside over a wood fire while you warmed
your hands? All this and fishing too!
When we are not enjoying the lake we
are sometimes up at the Summit Springs
golf course. It' s located about two miles
from the lake and sits overlooking the
White Mountains . No, we aren't crazy golf
enthusiasts who are inventinE: winter golf.
We' re just a couple who e:njoys crosscountry skiing. Because we ar e beginners ,
the golf course offers us a place to try out
and develop our skills without to many
threats to our physical well-hf:ing . It is also
off limits to the snowmobiles, so it's not
only quiet, but on a clear day almost majestic with its mountain views.
Something else that unexpcctantly turns
into an event is a large snows1torm. Yesterday we had our largest snowJfall yet, 12 to
13 inches! It was a very heavy , wet snow
that caused us to lose our eleictrical power
- for the entire day . It was around 7: 30
a .m. when I started cooking breakfast
when suddenly , no power. We have an
electric stove, water pump and oil furnace.
Fortunately , we have a wood stove which
we chose as our primary he:at source.
What can you do when there' s water
heating up for coffee, bacon frying in the
pan , and English muffins in the toaster
when everything shuts off at once? Use the
woodstove . This was the seventh time
we've lost the electric power :since August,
but the first time I've ever used the woodstove to cook. Cooking bacon and eggs on
a woodstove is an experience. It doesn't
take any longer to cook, although it's a bit
awkward trying to keep bacon grease from
· splattering all over . Somehow it all tasted
better when we finally sat down to eat.
So , with no lights, water, radio, T.V . ,
etc. we once again set out for the great outdoors , this time to play in the fresh , pure ,
white snow . It wasn't long before we were
working on our snow sculpture of a goddess overlooking our back field .down at
the lake. We literally spent hours digging ·
and packing and sculpting , all the while
wondering what some of our closer neighbors would think about this five foot high ,
large nude woman , kneeling down overlooking the lake . It was wonderful fun
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creating such a ,l arge goddess snow
sculpture. I think we should make snow
sculpturing an annual event and/or contest.
Can you imagine what some of them would
be!?
By late afternoon when the temperature
dropped 10 degrees in one hour and daylight wasn't long in passing, we had to
finish up and stop to do chores before it
became dark. Chores include feeding the
barn animals (one goat, one sheep), feeding the house animals (one dog , six chickens), along with getting out the hurricane
lamps, making sure they had oil , and the
Coleman camp stove to cook dinner.
It wasn't until 5:30 p.m. that the refrigerator came on and we suddenly had electricity again. The only hassle now was doing all the dishes that piled up throughout
the day, and waiting for water to get hot
enough to take showers ,
Now, you might be wondering what we
do for fun if we're not outdoors. It's simple. We get in the car and drive the 30
miles to PortlaniJ to see a movie, visit
friends, go dancing , etc ... Or, we hunker
down in our favorite chair and read the
latest arrivals from the feminist presses,
shoot pool, watch one of three T. V. channels we receive, and often spend quiet,
romantic evenings together .
It's not very hectic here - no hustle or
bustle really. Just a simple kind of life
where we feel connected to the earth and
at night can see the Milky Way.

What's With Waldo

County
by Susan Nadeau
The big event this month of course was
the annual MLGPA Awards Dinner which
affords me the opportunity to hob nob with
the great politicos of Maine's gay/lesbian
community and to show my support for
their involvement. I go as a voyeur to view
the beautiful people gather' to celebrate our
accomplishments, and to catch up on the
happenings. Since "political" and "organization'' resound for me with seriousness ,
depth , and heaviness, I am grateful to see
that fun , lightness , and superficiality
abound. It was this dichotomy of heavy
with the light that attracted my attention
to the event as a fashion gay-la. What were
Waldo county gays and lesbians wearing?
. And where were we? My search only
turned up three dykes and no fags from
Waldo county. Indeed , I could have missed
you but . ..
The Waldo contingent consisted of
Mitzi , Karin, Nan, and -me.
Mitzi set fun fashion trends sporting
pants held up by colorful striped
suspenders dotted wi th political buttons
and little red hearts . Her 100 percent cotton undershirt complemented her 100 percent cotton striped with long-sleeved overshirt. New white Avia brand sneakers carried her through the evening dance in· com- _
fort. Mitzi ' s dapper outfit in black and
white was topped by her Pan American
white hat, sitting smartly on her salt and
pepper hair. Wonderfully fun! Thanks ,
Mitz.

,.
.
Karin modeled the motiff of the mysterious and mystical. She selected the colors
of turquoise, brown, and ma,uve to express
herself. Her lovely turquoise pantaloons
made of natural silk were nicely belted by
a brown sash. She also favored 100 percent cotton undershirts. Her mauve undershirt peeked through a. turquoise, black,
and mauve 100 percent cotton blouse patterned in a style of a ''cross of '60s paisley
and an African motif ' as described by
Karin. Sytlish brown wing-tipped boots
completed her outfit. A beautiful Isis earring dangled from her left lobe . Marvelously magical, Karin.
Nan polished herself in a (Paul)
· Simonized version of lesbian fashion,
wearing homed-rimmed glasses and bow
tie, lacking only the large ears. True to her '
wholesome, mid-western origins , Nan indulged herself in a political theme of red,
white, and blue. She paraded in a royal
blue, down-home, country, corduroy jump
suit. Nan compromised her political dogma
to wear an affordable white , cotton-andpolyester-blended blouse. A matching blue
and white polka-dotted bow tie neatly accentuated the outfit. Spendthrift that she is ,
• Nan sported stylish, soft black boots maqe
ofvinyl(or some other human-made substance) - yet another compromise. A
bright red chapeau and scarf highlighted
her black winter coat. A sharp-looking,
cost-effective costume, arranged by. Nan
exhibited her Puritan practicality .
As for me , well .. .l forgot to take note.
Other homefront happenings - over 100
surveys of "Lesbians Native to Maine"
have been distributed. It's a delight to have
the completed surveys returning in steady
dribbles. Although the official deadline for
returning them is past, I would welcome
returns until April.
Lastly, we. local dykes are looking forward to the lesbian dance on February 20
in Belfast, which will be herstory to those
of you reading this . It is a reincarnation
of the memorable Susan B. Anthony
dances held for so long in our not-so-quiet
little city .

News and Views
From Aroostook
by Dick Harrison
It' s been a long time since this column
has appeared in Our Paper. But be assured
we gay people are still alive and well in
'' Arrostook: The Crown of Maine. ' ' This
area's gay and lesbian group , Northern
Lambda Nord , has been active keeping
warm despite the bone-chilling temperatures in recent weeks. There have been the
usual get-togethers at Halloween, Christmas , and New Year's . But there was a new
event during January - the first NLN
Volksmarch and Oktoberfest-in-January
party. A small group of Lambs , from as
far away as Fredericton_, joined in a fivemile Volksmarch , a non-competitive walk,
from one end of Presque Isle to the other
and back. Porcelain pink triangles with
pink ribbons were awarded to those hearty
souls who complet~d the entire distance.
Then the Oktoberfest Germa·n-style followed , featuring authentic German meats -

and cheeses (" imported" .from a German
delicatessen in New York City) and , of
course, German beer.
Lambda's regular meetings, usually held
the last Sunday of the month, are now including films with gay themes and/or
characters. More and more of these films
are available at local video rental stores,
indicative of our increasing visibility and
the (too) slow changes in society since
Stonewall in 1969. Saturday , February
20th, was the day the Lambs celebrated
NLN's eighth anniversary witha gayla
party. Lambda's Gay and Lesbian Phoneline is staffed Wednesdays between 7 and
9 p.m., or leave a message at oJher times
(498-2088) . And speaking of our J>hbneline , NLN has had another run-in with
Maine Public Broadcasting's continuing
homophobia (a copy of our correspondence with MPBN appears in this issue of
. Our Paper.
After eight years of a· growing lesbiangay network in northern Maine and New
Brunswick towns , there is increasing talk
of the need for a regular meeting place a community center - a place for dances ,
parties , meeting space, NLN's office and ·
library , and the Phoneline. Since 1980
we've been meeting i n peoples' homes
throughout the region, on both sides of the
border . There are few gathering spots in
this area, and what does exist is on the '
Canadian side.
The closest gay-lesbian bar is in
Fredericton, New Brunswick - a mere 90
minutes from Houlton , but three hours
from Madawaska. " Dance Trax" provides
a quiet lounge on the first floor , dancing
on the second , and a friendly crowd any
night of the week. In Grand Falls , NB (35
minutes from either Caribou or Madawaska, one hour from . Houlton) , it's
generally known that Tuesdays is "gay
night" at a straight club called " Friday's."
You' ll see mostly gay men and lesbians in
the club , but though they outnumber the
non-g,ays , they'll only dance male-female couplyS, Then on Thvrsdays it' s ."Le
Brass" in Edmundston, just across the
river from Madawaska and about 2 V2
_ hours from Houlton . At " Le Brass ," the
left wall opposite the bar is the gay gathering spot. But again, as the Grand Falls bar ,
gays don't dance with each other as samesex couples.
There is another place with a "gay
night" each week where it's a comfortable
atmosphere for all . The disco-bar ,
" L' Arc-en-Ciel " (The Rainbow) is in
Ville Degelis , Quebec , about 30 minutes
from Madawaska, Maine . Driving west
alon_g the Trans-Canada Highway, a simple white sign marks the tum-off to a country road. A large white farmhouse stands
alone on your right, and as you pull around
to the front of the building, 10-foot-high
neon letters shout DISCO!! DISCO!! As
you enter the building you realize that the •
plain white clapboard siding hide-s a
chrome-glass-and-neon. interior of what
could be a Boston nightclub - stand-up
tables lit from within , pulsating bands of
colored lights, and the pounding beat of the
music . this is ' "L' Arc ,'' filled with lesbians
and guymen from miles around every
Sunday.
That's all for now from the Lambs of the
North. Happy winter, everybody! Baa-a-a!
r

law for people
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Celebrating Women's
History ·Month
March 7-16, 1988
Monday , March 7

Ynestra King
'' Ecofeminism''
Campus Center B & C (Portland)
4:00 p.m.

Tuesday. March 8

Eileen Eagan
" Women and Foreign Policy "
322 Bailey Hall (Gorham)
2:00 p.m.
Lisa Boisvert
" Faces of Turkey : Glimpses of Turkish
Women 's Lives" (slide show and talk)
Campus Center
4:30 p .m.

Sportsman's bar in Lewiston held a
Valentine's Day Masquerade Ball
Sunday night, February 14. The winner
.of the masquerade contest, Bill, was
dressed as a modem day Cupid, witlJ a
spear replacing the traditional bow and
arrows.

~ednesday. March 9

Lorrayne Carroll
"Taken from Her Own Mouth: Recapturing
Female Captivity Narratives"
Campus Center B & C (Portland)
4 :00 p.m.
·

Friday. March 11

Lorrayne Carroll
"Taken from Her Own Mouth: Recapturing
Female Captivity Narratives"
204 Bailey Hall (Gorham)
10:00 a.m .

continued from page 13

Advocates for IV Drug Users
Unhappy
Limited resources and staff aimed at IV
drug users fuels the anger felt by advocates
for this population when they look at the
plan's rejection of over-the-counter availability of needles and the amount of time
and money slatecl for testing convicted
drug offenders.
''I'm real disappointed about the mandatory testing because I think the AIDS
plan is a very good piece of work that people worked hard on for a long time,''
lamented Deborah Walsh , a member of the
state advisory committee. "It takes away
from the plan. It's too bad."
A vocal proponent of over-the-counter
access to needles, Walsh takes issue with
McKernan's statement, made in response
to a query about his support of the prescription requirement, that ''people
shouldn't be using illegal drugs anyway . .
I see no good reason why we should make
it easier for people to get needles ."
"No one becomes and IV drug user
because they had access to needles ,'' says
Walsh.
The priority , she believes , 'is to implement innovative education campaigns and
give people access to clean needles.
Though drug treatment is readily available in Maine , according to Neil Miner , /
ODAP's director , though "al programs
have waiting lists of varying lengths,' ' but
with ''some form of treatment available in
a reasonable time," and provides AIDS

Patt Franklin
"Nevelson in Process" (film and talk on
Louise Nevelson)
322 Bailey Hall (Gorham)
. ..
5:00 p.m.

Thursday. March 10

AIDS Plan
Pointing to the "proven ineffectiveness"
of criminal laws against prostitution and
IV drug use in stopping people from
engaging in those behaviors, Rubenstein
echoed Maine activists in dismissing mandatory testing as an effective prevention
tool.
'' And when people start talking about
testing prostitutes, it has a very real feel
of sexism to me, he added. "It sounds like
they want a consum~ protection act for the
people who go to prostitutes."
' Applauding the Maine ·state plan as
"very good on the other testing issues ,"
Rubesntein said the inclusion of mandatory
testing for the groups. specified was
glaring.
''It seemed like in these areas it was the
easiest place to do something, to make it
look like they were testing somebody,
because who has less political clout than
IV drug users and prostitutes?" he said.
''The whole scheme, the way I read it, is
completely unthought-out at this point. "

ui
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.Mary Berry
" Women , Minorities. and the Constitution"
Portland Gym (Portland)
4 :30 p .m.
Reception and Cash Bar '
Campus Center
6:00 p.m. ·
*International Women 's Day Dinner
Campus Center
7:00 p .m.
Saturday. March 13

Incest Survivor's Conference
Woodford"s Congregational -church
(Portl"and)
9:011 a.m . to 5:00 p.m .
*Women ·s Coffee House
Woodfords Congregational Church (Portland)
7:00 p .m. to 10:00 p.m.

Monday. March l 4

Wednesday. March 16

Panel Discussion on:
Non-Sexist Language and the Maine
Constitution
Panel Members : Mykol Hamilton. John
Diamono. and Nancy Gish
Campus Center A & B (Portland)
4 :00 p.m.
Miriam Schapiro
" Autobiographical Remarks·· (slide show
and talk)
10 Bailey Hall (Gorham) ·
4 :00 p .m.

~Ther~ is a fe~ for starred items . All others are free and open to th.e public. For
ticket mformat1on for the dinner and coffeehouse. call 780-4289 .
education to clients, IV drug users not in
active treatment are not being reached.
"I think the need is tremendous and we
don't even come close to meeting the
needs," said CathfSt. Pierre, a research
and evaluation specialist with ODAP
referring to AIDS eduation for drug users'.
What's needed, says St. Pierre is showing IV drug users how to reduce ~heir risk
of HIV infection though proper needle
cleaning methods and safer sex practices .
According to information St. Pierre has
from the National Institute on Drug Abuse,
for every IV drug user in treatment, there
are six more who an:n't, and she doesn't
think Maine is any different than the rest
of the country in that respect.
'' We need to make some massive efforts
to get prevention information out to that
population, and we, frankly, just don't

have the people to do it,' ' she said.

McKernan's Action on Pending
Legislation Uncertain
MLGPA President Dale McCormick is
troubled that McKernan did not guarantee
a veto of any legislation conflicting with
the state plan if passed by the Legislature
this session.
When asked at the press conference what
he would do if a premarital testing bill
landed on his desk, he said: "I'd take a
look at it. I'm not going to commit myself
one way or the other on whether I'd actually veto that type of legi.slation."
Said McCormick: ''1 would hope this
plan represents the governor's position of
AIDS and that he's willing to take leadership around this."
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Kay Gardner performed Saturday night as
part of the weekend-long convocation of
Unitarian Universalfits for Lesbian and Gay
Concerns held February 12-14 at the First
Parish Church in Portland.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Iii
Poetry, dance and the multiple personalities of Judy Sloan, Barbara Maria,
and Karin Spitfire, will occupy the stage
at the Belfast Free Library, Friday, March
25, 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 27, 2:00
p.m.
Sloan, a character actress who has delighted audiences from Ellsworth to
Honolulu , will spend a week directing
Maria and Spitfire's new works, as well
as putting in a guest appearance herself.
Spitti~e and Maria, Dovetail Performing
Art Works, give us a show of dramatic insight and humor, capturing moments of
recovery and healing, a realignment of the
past and present which offers hope for the
future .
This show is being sponsored in part by
Turnabout, Inc., a substance abuse education oq~anization and Forum-A, a regional
site of the Maine Arts Commission. Admission $5.00.

Following the conference, Incest:
Women Celebrating Survival, there will be
a Women's Performance Night presented
by the Women's Community Project and
co-sponsored by the Women's Forum. It
will be held at Woodfords Congregational
Church at 202 Woodfords St. in Portland
on Saturday, March 12, from 7 p.m. to 10
p. m. . There will be a $4' donation to
benefit Looking Up and W.C .P. The building is wheelchair accessible , and there will
be an interpreter for the hearing impaired.
Everyone is welcome. For more information , call 780-4083 .

Iii
New Routes will be offering the following trips for women during the months of
March and April. Pre-registration is required on all trips .
For registration or information, call
729-7900, or write New Routes, Inc. ,
RFD2, Box 2030, Brunswick, ME 04011.
Mt. Katahdin/Baxter Park
X-C Ski Trip
March 12-18 Rio Grande Canoe Trip
March 20-26 -Rafting & Kayaking
'
the Lower Canyons
of the Rio Grande
April 16-23 Colorado/Utah Backpacking and Rafting Trip
April 24-29 Kayaking Clinic
in North Carolina
March 2-9
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Mothers on Trial: The Battle For
Children And Custody,

by Phyllis Chesler.
Seal Press, 1987.
$11.95, 558 pp.
Reviewed by Terri Jo~es
Joint custody, community property,
mediation, and no-fault divorce. These
were the buzz-words of an enllightened era
of divorce proceedings where women and
men were equals and courts endeavored to
find the best and most equal means to
divide property and, most importantly , to
work out a soiution for custody of children .
Recent research in the legal field and
other fields, has begun to question whether
these reforms have equalized the position
of women and men.
If this research wasn 't depressing
enough, Phyllis Chester's new book ,
Mothers on Trial: The Battlefor Children
and Custody, suggests another alarming
trend - fathers who win cus.tody of children despite the skills of the mothers.
Chester's book is the result of seven
years of research and intervie:ws and it examines the social and psychological implications of fathers who challe:nge and win
·
custody of their children.
Chesler divides the group of fathers who
have won custody into two brnad and discouraging categories. The first is those
fathers who win custody from mothers
despite claims of domestic violence, alcoholism, and/or sexual or physical abuse
brought up at the custody hearing . The
other group are those women who are
punished for their "lifestyles" by having ·
their children taken away and custody
granted to the fathers. These are women
who are "uppity" (that is, they demand
their economic and personal rights at the
divorce proceeding) mo1thers , poor
mothers, sexually active mothers , and the
mothers who give up their children rather
thari subject them to the traUtma of a protracted custody battle.
_Equally damning is Chesle1rjs chapter on
the lesbian mother. Her findings show that
lesbian mothers were repeatedly cautioned
by courts not to reveal their lesbianism to
their children.
Lesbian mothers who were allowed to
keep their children had to meet several
conditions . These conditions included not
living with their lovers, never allowing any
woman to spend the night and not to make
any economic demands on ithe father. If
this were not enough, Cbesler's case
studies provide further devastating evidence of the deeply entrenched homophobia in our legal system.
· One such story ,involve:d a lesbian
mother whose alcoholic and violent Marine
husband was granted cus\ody of their two
young sons. During their marriage she was
bruised all the time and she was often
pushed down the stairs without warning.
Sometimes he would choke her.

.

At the custody hearing, the woman's
mother testified against her, refusing to tell
the court of.the father's violent episodes
and alcoholism. The lesbian mother was
unable to find character witnesses who
were willing to testify for a lesbian.
The issue of lesbian mothers also gives
Chesler a chance to reveal many sources
of frustration for the lesbian mother.
Examining the male view of their exwife' s lesbianism , the author finds male
disgust. She feels that this_stems from the
stereotype of the "mannish" lesbian and
suggests that this is based on man ' s intolerance of man-hating or man-avoidance.
In addition , the lesbian mother represents
a frightening example of the possibility of
non-heterosexual family and hence, gives
women other options if their husbands are
not supportive and nurturing.
Similarly , Chesler finds disgust among
heterosexual women (witness the mother
who chooses the alcoholic father over her
lesbian daughter) for lesbian mothers. She
attributes this , in part , to resentment
toward lesbians for demanding their rights
- instead of the silent ,women who raise
their children with no emotional , financial
· or domestic help from the children ' s
father.
Perhaps most depressing is the sense of
isolation and abandonment that many lesbian mothers (those that miraculously retain custody of their children) felt from
their own lesbian community. This is a
sentiment that is often present and is a
challenge to the lesbian community to
remember those that choose the role of
nurturing and child-rearing and include
them in organizing and social activities.
Many issues and "types" of mothers are
discussed in Chesler's book but the conclusions are the same. Women who are
good mothers are victimized by a patriarchal legal system that rewards custody
only to those mothers who fit the subser~
vient role dictated by men. Chesler's conclusion is that enforcement of this subservjent role is the only explanation fm the
persistent punishment of women who demand their right to a decent life. Chesler
should be wmmended for revealing these
still-present prejudices in this supposedly
enlightened era of divorce and custody

~w.
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Dave Brandstetter is the premier homosexual private eye - he'd want that label:
· "homosexual;" he's more comfortable
with it than he is with any other term.
Throughout this long-running series,
Joseph Hansen has portrayed a dark gay
subculture. It' s only the strong man like
Brandstetter himself who can rise above
the dangers of deceit and betrayal that
Hansen has always seen as the hallmarks
of our life.
That hasn ' t bothered many people;
Brandstetter, as much as he' s homosexual ,
is also a long-time ·resident in the world of
the hard-boiled dick, and those particular
Southern Californians have seldom enjoyed their home turf's sunshine.
AIDS was made for Dave Brandstetter ,
and Hansen jumps in on the epidemic with
Early Graves. A serial killer is loose in Los
Angeles. Perversely , his targets are men
who are dying of the virus. Brandstetter
· gets involved when one victim's body is
dumped on his doorstep.
Solving the case lets Brandstetter walk
us through stories of innocents caught by
the disease because of homosexual intrigue
and sick men being brutalized by the prejudice against gays which is only intensified and perversely justified by the
epidemic.
The plot is strong, the characterization
is powerful , and the regular fans of the
series will be happy to read the book.
There are real problems though. Hansen
has littered his novel with medical misin- ,
formation. He says people who have the
virus die in eighteen months. That' s foolish. He also misnames some of the opportunistic infections and misdefines some of
the symptoms they produce.
The traces of homophobia Hansen has
always carried with him through this series
are also stronger here than they have been
in previous titles . While his hero and the
hero's straight friends condemn the public's ignorance about gay life, Hansen can't

.

find anything good ·to say about homosexuals ot our behaviors except for Brandstetter's own personal life and even that begins
to read like self-pity.
Dave's boyfriend has left him - for a
girl! - and the pain Brandstetter feels is
just one more example of the burden of
"good" homosexuals forced on them by
"bad" ones. It all seems to shadow the
AIDS plot. It's too bad people with AIDS
can ' t be cured of their disease as easily as
the hero takes care 6f his heartache.

Nebraska.

by George ·Whitmore.
Grove Press, $15.95.
Reviewed by Tom Hagerty
George Whitmore's Nebraska is a very
simple , strange , and effectively crafted
story . The narrative told by Craig McMullen is divided into years - 1956, 1957 , and
1969 - and tells the events of his and his
family ' s life.
Like Sherwood Anderson in Winesburg,
Ohio , Whitmore holds up small-town
America under a bright , bitter light. The
unstructured events of childhood are laid
out in naked and tragic relief.
Craig , a twelve year old in, the beginning of the novel , has recently suffered the
accid_ental loss of his leg , his father, and
much of his everyday existence. Craig implicates his nurturing Uncle Wayne in fictitious accounts of sex play in order to entice a neighborhood boy into his own erotic
·exploration . Wayne, who's arrested for
" lewd and lascivious behavior" with other
men in a public rest-room, is forced to
undergo electroshock "treatment" as a
result of Craig's storytelling. The book's
narrative ends with Craig's adult realization of what has happened to his Uncle
Wayne, whose mind has been so damaged
as to place him in a childlike, fantasy
world . Whitmore's second novel is infused with a bizarre and maddened truth .
His child's voice is perfect and realistic not too hard to follow but not sane enough
to drag his story dQWn into mediocrity
either.

~~

Her book is well-written, extensively
documented and reveals an informed and
profound grasp of the ways in which the
legal system is used against women. The
book is essential reading for women
because, along with its legal analysis, it accurately outlines the narrow limits within
which women must operate to satisfy the
patriarchy.

CHIL"fERN
MOUNTA~IN CLUB

An outdoor recreational cl~b sponsored by
New England area 1-esbians and gay men.
For furtl)er __inf~nn:itio"n please· write:

P.O. Box 407-,Q Boston, MA 02117
Call 617-899-1606 or 617-262-8772
AU rtpliti; art con/idffltiJJl.

WE Cl~TER TO WOMEN BUT WELCOME ALL!

E~~

Early Graves,

by Joseph Hansen.
Mysterious Press, $15.95.
Reviewed by John Preston
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ZOOTZ to Host AIDS Project Benefit,
On Thursday, March 24 Zootz Dance
Club at 31 Forest Avenue in J:>ortland will
host an evening of "alternative" performance and visual art to benefit The AIDS
Project, Inc., ~ Maine-based non-profit
organization dedicated to providing services to people with AIDS and AIDSrelated illnesses. Entitled " Alternative
Mediums 1988," the evening will feature
current work by some of Portland's betterknown and emerging artists .
· Beginn_ing at approximately 8 p.m.
Zootz will be filled with the unusual and
eclectic sights and sounds of at least 10
performance pieces and the work of between 10 and 15 local painters and sculptors . Performance work will include
music ; dance , dramatized poetry , masks
and puppetry and pieces incorporating a
collaboration of different media such as
video and dance and other works in both
a visual and performance medium .
Performance will run from 8 until 10:30
p. m. , but the\doors to Zootz will open at
7 :30 to permit viewing of the artwork
which may also been seen in a preview a
few days prior to the event. After 10:30
p.m. there will be dancing at Zootz until
1 a.m. during which time the artwork may
also be viewed .
.
Alternative Mediums 1988 was conceived of by Portland School of Art student Abi Spring and is being organized by
Spring, Christine Marshall and Lisa
Lattes. All of the artists performing or exhibiting their work at Alternative Mediums
1988 are donating their time and talents to
The AIDS Project. According to its organizers, " the intent of the event is not only
to earn money for The AIDS Project, but
equally to provid(? local artists with a
space, an opportunity , and a reason to
display or perform their work.''
Among the local artists performing on
March 24 are a group of nine local dancers
from Brian Crabtree' s Modern Dance

Repertory Class at the Portland Dance
Center who will perform a new piece by
members of the Casco Bay Movers. Local
puppeteer and mask creator Martha Enson
will closely involve the audience in a piece
which uses poetry and her own masks and
puppets. Nelson Lowery, creator of the
large black ''monster'' sculpture which has
hung at Zootz since this fall, will display
new works and create a performance piece
for Alternative Mediums 1988. Other artist
whose work can also be seen include Andy
Verzosa , Thomas Stenquist, and Abi
Spring.
Alternative Mediums 1988 has met with
a very enthusiastic response in Portland ' s
artistic community, with many more submissions of performance proposals than
can fit into a 2 1h hour program. The
organizers have also had numerous offers
of technical assistance and general help. '' I
think people are responding both to what
we' re trying to do for artists and what
we' re trying to do for people with AIDS,"
said Spring.
Admission to Alternative Mediums 1988
is $6.00 per person from 7:30-10 p.m. and
$2.00 per person from 10-1 a.m. All
March 24 door revenues from Zootz will
be donated to The AIDS Project, Inc_. and
in particular, The AIDS Project's Patient
Support Fund. Established in 1987, the Patient Support Fund provides a resource for
financial assistance to eligible individuals
infected with the AIDS virus (HIV). ''My
interest in doing this benefit sprung from
a concern for how very sick AIDS patients
meet.their basic needs for food, shelter and
clothing. The Patient Support Fund is
adressing those needs here in Maine," said
Spring.
For further information about Alternative Mediums 1988 or its beneficiary The
AIDS Project, Inc. , please call 879-051 l
or 799-4749.

Incest-: -Women Celebrating
Survival: A Conference for
Women Survivors and
Their Allies
There are new meanings for old words
coming into American vocabulary . Many
people know when they hear a person
openly refer to herself or himself ,as an
"adult child" that s/he is speaking of being an adult child of an alcoholic . Many
women have started openly speaking of
themselves as "incest survivors ," because
just surviving, emotionally , is a major
victory .
On Saturday , March 12, several Maine
organizations will sponsor a day-long conference entitled " Incest: Women
Celebrating Survival - A Conference for
Women Survivors and Their Allies ." The
free-of-charge meeting will be held from
9 a .m. to 5:30 p.m. at Woodfords Congregational Church , 202 Woodiords
Street, Portland, Maine.
Featured speaker for the conference will
be Margaret Randall , author of This Book
, Is About Incest , a collection of poetry about
the abusive relationship she herself suffered as a child. Randall is also the author
of Sandino 's Daughters and many other
works on Central American life . Randall
will share a reading from her book with
a discussion to follow.
In addition to Randall's reading and a
keynote address , the conference will offer
workshops on various aspects of incest,
from community responsibility, to seeking
support and being supportive, to learning
to move through the experience of incest
in order to reclaim one's own life. One of
the workshops will be a dance performance
presentation and discussion by movement
therapist Karin Spitfire .

In planning a conference for incest survivors and their allies, the USM Women's
Forum had defined an ally as ''one who
acknowledges the reality of incest and who
owns the responsibility for actively participating in breaking the silence. "
Childcare for the conference will be
available through the USM Daycare
Center. Some financial assistance is
available for USM students and others not
able to afford the total cost. Intown overnight sleeping accommodations on a
limited basis may also be arranged with advance notice of need .
Other sponsors for the conference in- ,
elude the Feminist Spiritual Community ,
Looking Up , the Portland Rape Crisis
Center, the Portland Family Crisis Shelter,
the USM Department of Human
Resources, and USM Commuter Life.
"Perpetrators are not welcome," the
Women's Forum'has noted . "While those
who commit incest need help moving
through their own traumas , that's not what
this conference is for. That issue is too
large , too threatening· for those on whom
incest has been committed, and needs a different space for the healing of wounds.' :
· ''The end objective of planning this con- ·
ference ," said a Women's Forum
member, "is to end incest and the oppression of survivors. We know we can't accomplish that with just this day's sharing,
but as survivors and allies both, we want
to help break the silence."
For more information please call Kate
Webb at the Women's Forum, 780-4083 ,
Tuesday or Thursday , or at 879-017 l.
Preregistration will be appreciated.

ECOLOGY HOUSE
Gifts of EnvirQnmental Consciousness
7 Exchange St., Portland, ME 04112 (2Q7) 775- 128 1

Katherine Lyon, L.C.S.W.
Teresa K. Fortier~ A.C.S.W., L.C.S.W.
211 Water St., Gardiner
582-5713
Personal, Family and Relationship Counseling
with sensitivity to the stre~ses and concerns of
being gay and lesbian in a straight world.

Calling himself ''the conscience of the party,'' Democratic presidential candidate Jesse Jackson emphasized economic justice issues before a. huge crowd at
the University of Southern Maine on February 11.
·•
Drawing ._ sustained applause when he said, "It's not enough to have a job.
In slavery,, everybody had a job," Jackson discussed the need for expanded day
care services and equal pay for jobs of comparable worth, and decried the exodus of American companies to Third World countries for cheap labor and
policies driving family farms out of business.
Jackson expressed solidarity with the striking paperworks in Jay, and he called
for farmers and workers to come together "for farmers and workers and peace
and justice." He added, "Farmers and workers united will never be defeated."
The evening ended with Jackson calling all those not registered to vote down
to the podium area, where they were then escorted to the Jackson campaign
table to be registered.

HIV ANTIBODY COUNSELING & TESTING
Voluntary - Anonymous - _Low Cost

PHOENIX SJ. UDIO, INC.

The AIDS Project offers trained counselors to answer your questions
and address your concerns about possible infection with the Human
Immu nodeficiency Virus (HIV). To schedule a counseling session call:
774-6877 daily between 9-12; 1-3; Monday & Wednesday eves between
6-9 p.m. Saturday from 10-1 . Note: Gounseling & testing is by appoint-:
ment only.
OUR PAPER
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For Rent. One and two bedroom apart, inents. All utilities included. $350 per
month plus $350 security deposit required.
Call 924-3603, leave message if necessary.

G.W.M., 27, I need a responsible roommate to share my beautiful Cape Elizabeth
apt. , $245/mo . plus utilities. No drugs or
parties. Call 799-7174. We'll talk.

Male Couple new to Maine this past
summer, wishes to meet other gays in the
Dexter area or anywhere else up here for
sincere friendships. Feeling isolated. Not
into bars. Write advertiser #41, c/o Our
Paper, P.O. Box 10744 , Portland, ME
04104.

Business Opportunity. I own a small,
very high quality gardening/maintenance
business in greater Portland. I seek a gay
or lesbian to form a growth-oriented business . You are honest , hard working, outdoorsy, somewhat "new age, " interested,
particular, and have ''something' ' to contribute positively to building a business.
Let's meet; we must like and respect each
other first. Call Albert at 772-8383.

Roommate wanted: GWM, 32, seeks
responsible male roommate to share lovely intown IPartment, no drugs, no parties.
$250/monfh includes all utilities, must
come see and talk. 775-7742 evenings.
GWF, 5 '7 ", 130 lbs., intelligent, cute,
stable, financially secure and on the
masculine side; desires to meet intelligent,
attractive feminine woman, with same
qualities, between 25 and 40, to share my
heart and my love. Write advertiser #42 ,
c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland,
ME 04104.
Visiting the Boston/Cambridge Area?
Marigold's Band B for women welcomes
you with lovely smoke-free rooms , fresh
fruit., flowers , warm hospitality . "Close to
everything ." 617~244-8617.
· Male, 25-35, share large Spring and
Brackett Sts. apt. Newly renovated, partially furnished. $350/month includes heat,
basic utilities, off-street parking, w/w
<;arpeting, own bedroom. Non-smoker
preferred. Neat, clean, re:sponsible, considerate, reasonably qui,et. Phone Gil,
775-3083, evenings and weekends.
· Prof. GWF looking for roommate near
Old Port. Large 2 bedrdom apt. $230/
mon. includes utilities. Pl1ease call after 6
pm or leave a message, 775-0346.
G. W.F., 43, attractive, intelligent, professional, secure within myself, seeks relationship with same. Love life and know
someone special out there~ relates to same
qualities. Communicating, honesty, sin. cerity important. We can negotiate our imperfections and work on enhancing each
other's growth. I've been there , too, but
look forward to positive: future with gal
who shares my ideals. Please respond to
advertiser #46, c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box
10744, Portland, ME 04104.

G.M., 30's, looking for roommate for
large two bedroom apt. with living room ,
study and sundeck near Eastern Prom.
Available immediately. $275. plus half
utilities. Call 773-3564.
G.W.M. wishes to meet other gays in
Southern Maine. Feeling isolated, alone
and would like to have someone to talk to
and spend time with. I like sports, skiing,
racketball , dancing and most of all meeting
new people. I'll enjoy hearing from you
soon. Write advertiser #43, c/o Our Paper,
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104.
ASTROLOGY WORKSHOP FOR
WOMEN. Redefinition of planets and
signs energies in our daily life language.
Reasonable fee. Starts in February. Call
Ali. 761-2620.
Responsible Female Roomate to share
home in Standish, 35 minutes to Portland.
30-45 years old. No pets, alcohol, or
drugs . $150.00 monthly plus utilities. Call
642-2583 between 9 a.m .-2:30 p.m. ·
Seeking HAIRY MEN! National adlist for·
bears and smooth or hairy trappers. If you
love fur, this is the list! Information? Send
' $2.00 to: MAN-HAIR, 59 West ·10th St ..
NYC 10011 .
The rate for classifieds is $4 for
30 words, 10¢ for each additional
word. For personals add $2 for
handling. All ads must be prepaid.
Mail ads to Our Paper, P.O. Box
10744, Portland, ME 04104. We
ask that you not use sexually
explicit language in your personals. Responses to personals
will not be opened by Our Paper
and will be forwarded to you
twice monthly.

Thursday, March 3-Monday, March '7
Snow shoeing Mount Katahdin and Baxter with Chiltern Mountain Club. Overnights will be at a Chimney Pond cabin.
Non-members are welcome. Trip Leader :
Roy (617) 661-1436 before 9 p.m. or call
883-6934 .
Monday, March 7
Fold 'n' Stuff, the newsletter for Nor-them Lambda Nord, 7 p.m. , New Sweden .

* For all Northern Lambda Nord events
call the Gay-Lesbian Phoneline for details'.
498-2088, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Other times , leave a message.
Thursday, March 10 Saturday, March 12
· Johanna Boyce and the Calf Women ,'
8:00 p.m. , Baxter Gallery of the Portland
School of Art , 619 Congress Sfreet,
Portland. Investigatit:m of the common, the
heroic, and the bizarre with films, slides ,
text, music, and dance. Tickets $9.50/
$7.50. Thursday and Friday, $10.50/$8.50
Saturday . For more information, call
773-2562.
Friday, March 11
Women 's contra dance, 8:30, South
Parish Congregational Church, Stat,e
Street, Augusta. Music by the North Star
Sisters. Beginners welcome; all dances
taught. Donation $4.00
Thursday, March 17th
The second Symposium XV meeting
will take place on Thursday, Maren 17th
at 7 pm, in the lounge at 92 Bedford St. ,
Portland. For more information, call 780"4085.

Saturday, March 19
Stepping Out: Dance Through the
Decades , 6:30 p.m., Thomas Moser Gallery, 415 Cumberland Avenue, Portland. Buffet dinner , dancing, and silent
auction to benefit the Portland Dance
Center. Tickets $30.00. For more information , call 773-2562.
St. Patrick's Day fundraising party (tentative) , Northern Lambda Nord.
Thursday, March 24
Alternative Mediums 1988, Zootz
Dance Club, 31 Forest Avenue, Portland.
Alternative performance art and visual art
to benefit the AIDS Project. Doors open
at 7:30 p.m., performances begin at 9:00
dancing until I :00 a.m., food will b~
served . Admission $6.00. For more information , call 773-8187.
Friday, March 25 - Sunday, March 27
New Works by Brian Crabtree, 8:00
p.m., Portland Dance Center's Studio I
25A Forest Avenue, Portland. Ram Island
D~nce Company dancer/choreographe~
will present recent works. Tickets $5 .00.
For more in,formation, call 773-2562 .
Sunday, March 27
Northern Lambda Nord ' s monthly
meeting, 12 noon, Woodstock, New
Brunswick.

**

Planning an event? Let us know. We will list your meeting, lecture,
concert, and. any public event foee of charge in our calendar. Just send
the date, time, contact person, and other pertinent information .to us.by
the second Tuesday of the 'month prior to the event. Write: Calendar ,
Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104.
:-

24 HOUR INFORMATION ON EVENTS, GROUP
MEETINGS, AND PERSONALS FOR GAY MEN
AND LESBIANS IN SOUTHWESTERN MAINE.
ALL Ll8TINGS ARE FREE.

Seventh-day Adventist Kinship
International, Inc.

Johanna Boyce and the Calf Women
P'.O. Box 3840, _Los Angeles, CA 90078-3840
Phone (213) 876-,2076

MARCH 10, 11 , 12 8PM

.______________ LESB1GAYNETWORK---------------~~~
Tht AIDS Project
48 Deering St. .
Portland, Me. 04101
AIDS-Line
775-1267 and 1-800-851-AIDS
I
Mon. & Wed. 6-9 p.m, Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p .m.
AIDS Action of Central Maine
P.O. Box 3113
Lewiston, Me. 04240
AIDS Hotline 782-6113
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight Coalition
(BAGLSC) ,
c/o 87 Sunset Strip
Brwer, Me. 04412
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance
Box 569
Bates College
Lewiston, ME 04240
Bowdoin Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance
Bowdoin College
Brunswick, Me. 04011
Chiltern Mountain Club
P.O. Box 407
Boston, Mass. 02117
207..883-6934
Colby College Lesbian and Gay Community
c/o Student Center
Colby College
Waterville, ME 04901
DEAN (Down East AIDS Network)
P .O.Box779

Blue Hill, ME 04614
DELGO
Unitarian Church
126 Union St.
Bangor1 Me. 04401
Tel: 942-6503

Feminist Spiritual Community
9 Deering St.
P.O. Box 3771
Portland, Me. 04104
773-2294

Lesbian/Gay Committee
Me. Chapter Nat'l. Assoc. of Social
Workers
P .0. Box 5112, Station A
Portland, Me. 04101

Fredericton Lesbians and Gays
Box 1556, Station A
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada

Maine Bisexual People's Network
P.O. Box 1792
Portland, Me. 04104
780-4085 (messages)

Gay in the Merrimac Valley
(617) 452-4686 (Dave)
GLM (Gals et Lesblennes de Mondon)
C.P, 7102
Riverview, N:B., Canada
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous·
c/o Flrst Parish Unitarian Church
425 Congress St.
Portland 04101
Gay/Lesbian Alliance
92 Bedford St.
Portland 04102
780-4085
Gay/Lesbian Contra Dances
69 Mountain View Ave.
Bangor, ME 04401
947-2329

Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group

780-4085 or 772-4741
Portland
GMSA (Gay Men's Social Association)
P.O. Box 294
Conway, NH 03818-0294
(603) 367-8304 (Alan or Paul)
Greater Portland N.O.W.
P.O. Box 4012 Station A
Portland 04101

Dignity/Maine
P.O. Box 8113
Portland, Me. 04104

Harbor Masters Inc.
P.O. Box 4044
Portland, Me, 04101

OUTRIGIIT
.
Portland Alliance of Gay and Lesbian Youth
P .0. Box 5028, Station A
Portland, ME 0410,
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
Mldcoast Chapter - Brunswick area
725-4769, 623-2349, 729-0519
Portland Area Men's Group (PGM)
c/o P.O. Box 681
Scarborough, Me. 04074

Maine Connection
P..O. Box 5245,
Station A
·Portland, Me. 04102

Portland Pride Commlttee
P.O. Box 5112, Sta. A
Portland, Me. 04112
883-6934
PWA Coalition
25 Parris Street
Portland, ME 04101
775~1259

Maine Health Foundation, Inc.
P.O. box 7329 DTS
Portland 04112
I

Maine Lesbian Feminists
P.O. Box 125
Belfast 04915

Seacoast Gay Men
P.O. Box 1394
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
P.O. Box 108
Yarmouth, ME. 04096 -

USM Women's Forum
University of Southern Maine
92 Bedford St.
Portland 04103

Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services
P.O. Box 57
Brunswick, ME 04011-0057
833-5016 or 725-8541
New Hampshire Citizens Alliance for Gay
and Lesbian Rights
P.O. Box 756
Contoocook, N.H. 03329
603-228-9009
Northern Lambda Nord
P.O. Box 990
Caribou, Me. 04736
NLN gay Phonellne, 498-2088
Our Paper
P.O. Box 10744
Portland, Me. 04104

Vermonters for Lesbian and Gay Rights
(VLGR)
Box 281
Hinesburg, VT 05461
Waldo County AIDS Education Committee
P.O. Box 772
Belfast, ME 04915
Club.
Wilde-Stein
Memorial Union
University of Maine - Orono
Orono 04469
Women's Community Project
P.O. Box 3733
Portland, Me. 04104

.._________________ MEETINGS ___________________~
-

SUNDAYS
Bangor Area 'Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Coalition·(BAGLSC) meets the first Sundays and third Thursdays of every month
at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer at 7:00 p.m.
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance for discussion, support and planning every Sunday , 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa
Lounge, Chase Hall, Bates College,
Lewiston.
Dignity/Maine, every Sunday, doors open
at 5:30 p.m. , worship at 6 p.m., First
Parish Church, 425 Congress St., Portland
(please use rear entrance) .
Northern Lambda Nord - last Sunday
of the month - business meeting, 1 p.m.
followed by potluck.
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
(MLGPA) -- every third Sunday of the
month. Meetings rotated throughout state.
See Calendar listing for location and time.

MONDAYS
Adult Children of Alchoholics (ACOA)
- open discussion with focus of gay /lesbian issues, 7:30-9 p.m. YWCA, 87
Spring St., Portland.

AIDS Action of Central Maine - first
Monday of every month at Sportsman's,
2 Bates St., Lewiston, 8 p.m. Call Phil
· Ellii,, 784-5047 or 782-6113.

Gay/Lesbian Al-Anon - every Tuesday,
7:30-8:30 p.m., First Parish UnitarianUniversalist Church, 425 Congress St. ,
Portland.

Feminist Spiritual Community - e~ei:y
Monday at 7 p.ril., Friends Meeting
House, Forest Ave ., Portland, 773-2294
(coltle early).

VLGR (Vermonters for Lesbian and
Gay Rights) meets first and third Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the
Peace and Justice Center, 186 College St.,
· Burlington, VT.

Greater Portland N.O.W• . - fourth
Tuesday of the month, YWCA, 87 Spring
St. , Portland, 7:30 p.m.

WUde-Stefn Club - Thursday evening
6~9 p.m., Sutton Lounge, Memorial
Union, UMO.

Our Paper staff meeting - every Tues- day , 7:30 p.m. 9 Deering St., Portland.
New members are welcome.

FRIDAYS

Greater Bangor NOW, fourth Monday of
every month, 7-9 p.m. Call 989-3306 for
info.
Seacoast Gay Men - every Monday , 7-9
p.m. (except first Monday·and holidays) .
Unitarian-Universal Church, 292 State St ..
Portsmouth. NH (side door near basement). Call Daryl (603) 335-4294.

TUESDAYS
Alcoholics Anonymous - Gays in
Sobriety - every Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.,
First Parish Universalist-Unitarian
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland.
Bowdoin Gay-Lesbian-Straight Alliance
meets at 7:30 p.m. in Chase Barn
Chamber.
Free To Be Group of AA - meets
Fridays at 7:30 p._m. , Jewett Hall, UMA,
room 114.

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
-last Tuesday of the month, 7:30, First
Parish Church Pilgrim House, 9 Cleaveland St., Brunswick. Call 725-4769 for
information.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Friday ; 8-9:30 p.m. - Gays Together in
Sobriety (open discussion), Christ
Episcopal Church, 80 Lafayette Rd., Portsmouth, NH.
Gay/Lesbian All~ce - every other Friday at 7 p.m., 92 Bedford St., Portland,
780-4085 .

THURSDAYS
Colby College Lesbian and Gay Community, 7:30 p.m. , Mary Low Coffeehouse of Colby College, Waterville.
Gay/Lesbian Alcoho_lics Anonymous· every Thursday, step meeting, 7:30 p.m.
First Parish Unitarian-Universalist
Church, 425 Congress St. , Portland.
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous. every Thursday, discussion meeting at 8
p.m. , Unitarian Church, Main Street,
Bangor. -

OUTRIGHT - Portland Alliance of
Lesbian and Gay Youth (22 years old and
younger), 7:30 p.m. , Preble Street Chapel,
331 Cumberland Avenue, Portland.

SATURDAYS
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight ·
Coalition (BAGLSC) dances meet the
first and third Saturdays of each month
from 8 :00 to 1:00 at the old Bangor Community College Student Union.
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Ntz«t L~f 1'ooks
438 Main St. , Rockland, ME 04841

207/596-004d..
I

.=,..

We specialize in books by and about women. alternative health care and spirituality.
See our new section of gay fiction

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10-5·
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Blackstone's, Portland's newest gay bar, hosted an AIDS Awareness Rap Session
Tuesday evening as part of Maine Condom Week, February 14-21. Facilitating the
discussion were (above, I. tor.) Vince Boullanger, Susan Cumn_un~-Lawrence, and
Gary Anderson. As part of the rap session, Vince Boullanger Oeft) demonstrated the
proper way to use a condom for safer sex.
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PAPA JOE'S
·SO/Water Street ·
Augusta, Maine

.,

On Friday evening, Feb. 19 from 6 to 9,
Dorothy Scott entertained at the
Underground. She sang her original
music, songs like the Movie Song and
It's Time To. She made her debut on
Sunday evening playing only her guitar.
Although I did fiot the Sunday evening
show, I was told it was well worth the
cover to listen to this dynamic performer.
She mentioned to me that the women's
community was in need of her talents
and on several occasiom she has done
benefits for their cause, and that i~ felt
good to put herself into a project like
that and achieve the level of satisfaction
which she enjoyed. Dorothy Scott is very
energetic and we wish her well in all of
her endeavors. P .S. Keep the great
entertainment coming Underground!
PLC

207-623-4041

The work of lesbian artist Vivian Wadas
is on display at Entre Nous in Portland
this winter. Here, Wadas is seen at the
February 7 opening of the exhibit.
Keith Ostertag

~

·

Totally Remodeled '
With New Dance Floor
NOW OPEN SUNDAY: 6-1

TUESDAY-SATURDAY:
.

i

~-1l !
' ~ 6 A political caucus training session was held at the Underground Wednesday evening,
February 17, for people interested in learning how state convention delegates are
chosen. Dale McCormick (standing, above), a Maine delegate to the national
Democratic Convention in 1984, led the session.

I'll Subscribe now.
Our Paper. P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine 04104 .
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